
JULY - SEPTEMBER 2022   //   CIVICAMOBILITAS.MK MAGAZINE NR.14
CITIZENS FOR CHANGE



Part of the results at the latest MCIC Survey Social 

Responsibility of Citizens sounded encouraging, 

especially the part that shows that there is an increase 

of the CSO membership. The data say that more than 

1/3 of the citizens said that they were members of an 

organization. Out of this number, more are active (20.7%) 

than inactive (16.2%). Somebody would say that this is 

not a significant number, but compared to 2010 situation, 
when the total membership was 24.6% and there were 

active less than inactive (9.5% and 15.1% respectively), 

the change is visible. 

As CSOs, we believe that what we do and the results 

that we achieve have influenced the decision of the 
citizens to become involved in our work. Maybe the 

citizens have not opted for an existing organization, 

maybe that have decided to establish a new association 

based on their interests, mobilizing in this way their 

fellow citizens or friends in order to come to the desired 

change. These figures do not cover the citizens that are 
active via informal initiatives. Formally or informally, 

it is important that they have in some way decided to 

articulate their interest in changes. 

Why do we actually care so much about civic activism 

and active citizens? Probably because they are an 

indispensable part of every change that we strive to 

achieve. Those with experience say that one becomes 

an activist when he realizes that there is nobody to do 

something but you. In order to achieve the goal, they 

have to be optimists, be open for learning and have 

strong will to contribute. Civic activism is a serious matter 

and it requires a lot of time and will. However, what is 

especially important to understand is that activism is not 

something that only happens on the street. Indeed, it is 

where it is heard the most, but it also happens at home, 

in the office, when meeting friends over coffee and 
everywhere where we have the chance to put changes 

in motion. We should not be concerned if there are but a 

few of us in the beginning. Movements that have made 

changes also started with several individuals who had 

worked with dedication and knew how to mobilize the 

others to exercise pressure and make the change happen. 

The main theme of this issue of Citizens for Change is 

civic activism or engagement. We follow it via several 

texts and areas where our fellow fighters from the sector 
want to make a change regardless if it concerns health, 

environment, support to families living in poverty, gender 

issues or something else. Apart from this, also look at 

the texts on other issues in the newsletter, such as civic 

participation, cooperation and enabling environment. 

In the spirit of activism, bear in mind that it is up to all of 

us to create new civic activists. These are the people who 

will continue the fight for the issues that we fight for 
today.

Have a pleasant reading!

Gonce Jakovlevska 

Civica Mobilitas  

National Coordinator for ICO

WE HAVE TO CREATE NEW CIVIC 
ACTIVISTS
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Citizens and CSO representatives met the local inspection 
services from Struga, Sveti Nikole, Kumanovo, Veles and 
Kriva Palanka. During the information days, the munici-
pal inspectors, who are crucial for respecting the order and 
laws in the municipalities opened their doors for the citi-
zens in the beginning of July.

The citizens had the possibility to talk with the municipal 
inspectors, get acquainted with their competencies, share 
the problems that they face, as well as get informed about 
the way in which they can report a problem and ask for 
inspection supervision. On the other hand, the inspectors 
had the opportunity to explain their competencies, the 
stages of procedures and communication with the citizens, 
as well as to respond to specific questions in the areas of 
communal and construction issues, environment and oth-
er areas of public interest. 

The main conclusion of these meetings was that the citi-
zens should cooperate with local inspection services and 
make joint efforts to resolve the problems and challenges 
in the local community in the interest of better services and 
meeting the needs of everybody. 

Information days took place in several municipalities with-
in the project “Local Inspection Services in the Interest of 
the Citizens”, which is implemented by the NGO Info-center 
from Skopje with its partner organizations, the Communi-
ty Centre of the Municipality of Struga and the Regional 
Centre for Cooperation “Spektar” from Kriva Palanka with 
the support of Civica Mobilitas programme. 

Series of Information Meetings “Meet Your Inspector”

Donate Bone Marrow – Donate Life! 

Spiroski Scientific Foundation (NFS) organized four donor 
activities where they encouraged the participants to be-
come potential bone marrow donors and become part of 
the Bone Marrow Donor Register (DRS). During these ac-
tivities, the employees, together with volunteers presented 
the possibility to join the register, explained its functioning 
and the possibility to save somebody’s life. 

In order to promote this noble mission, the Foundation 
organized individual events or joined the events of other 
organizations. One of the donor activities was organized at 

Orevche beach in Ohrid, and another one was part of Kru-
shevo Trial Challenge, organized by “Zlatovrv” Orientation 
Club from Prilep. At this interactional open-air sport event, 
the Foundation was the patron of the children’s race. The 
other two donor actions were organized at “Team A” of the 
Centre for Early Intervention and Stimulation of Children 
and Adults in Skopje and during the XXI Seminar on Qual-
ity, Control, Information and Protection in Medical Labora-
tory Diagnostics organized by the Macedonian Laboratory 
Association in Ohrid. 
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Local and foreign speakers and activists were part of 
this year’s “ENGAGE 2022” at Kurshumli An, where they 
presented personal inspirational stories about how they 
alarm on issues in the environment, how it is to report 
about from a war, how the media can change the public 
narrative on social and existential issues, but also how the 
young people can build a successful start-up from their 
hobbies. 

What has connected all speakers was the need for activism, 
responsibility or engagement at different level in the 
community. Ana Cholovik Leshoska from “Eko-svest”, who 
is a recipient of the prestigious “Goldman” award spoke 
about how they had started as a group of enthusiasts with 
an idea to move the society, to speak about environmental 
issues. In time, she said, they realized that it was not 
enough to only be on the street, but they needed to make 
some pressure inside the institutions, while at the same 
time working on eco-education from early age.

The journalist Kristina Atovska, a reporter from the war 
in Ukraine, spoke about the need for the journalists to be 
engaged in following and showing the real situation in the 
field. “The journalist is a corrector of the government and 
the voice of the people. And nobody is more important 
than the people that wake up with a tank in their yard. I 
was our only journalist who was there, which says a lot and 
it is big criticism for the whole country”, she said, adding 
that her reporting from the front needed psychological and 
physical preparedness for everything that she encountered 
in the field. 

Besa Luci, the founder of the independent media 
organization “Kosovo 2.0” also spoke about the role of 
the media. After Kosovo independence, there was no real 
public discussion. Therefore, they established Kosovo 
2.0 in 2010, after they had received many stories from 
marginalized or concerned citizens. She thinks that it is 
important to have space for the younger marginalized to 
publish about their problems and then to have it reflected 
as a discussion in the society. 

The need of public discussions was also brought by Marko 
Mihailovic, the director of “Pride Society”, the coordinator 
of the EuroPride that took place in Belgrade. “Hosts of 
EuroPpride are the big European cities. We wanted to 
draw attention to Belgrade and Western Balkans to show 
the problems that LGBTI+ community has been facing 
here and ask for solutions. What happened in Belgrade 
was not a Pride, it rather showed how big stigmatization 
is in these areas. In these 5-6 months we have experienced 
hate speech, no reaction on the side of the institutions, 
we have experienced a lot of disinformation, a lot of 
dehumanization”, he said. 

Nikola Velkovski, on his side, spoke about the impact and 
possibilities of technology, by telling the successful story 
of his company “Howitzer”. It started in 2020 during the 
Corona, but it did not prevent them from overcoming all 
obstacles and continuing to be the ambassadors of the 
young and entrepreneurship. 

Organized by Radio MOF and Youth Education forum, 
“ENGAGE 2022” provided space for the first inclusive choir 
of “Kolektiv Veternica” and “Trisomy 21”, while the activist 
and host of the radio programme “I Am Cako” read his 
poetry. The audience could also participate at this year’s 
event in some of the workshops for clothes design, bracelet 
creation and sticker art. 

ENGAGE 2022 – Space for the Activists

Spiroski Scientific Foundation aspires to help in under-
standing the non-related transplantations in our country 
as an available lifesaving treatment and provide an appro-
priate donor for as many patients as possible, mainly by 
introducing, maintaining and expanding the register that 
has a sufficient number of HLA typed donors. The Bone 
Marrow Donor Register provides equal, direct and fast 

access to the bone marrow donor data base of all citizens 
in the country and abroad, where the need of non-related 
transplantation of bone marrow has been resolved on in-
dividual basis. Special attention is paid to eliminating the 
financial barriers that the patients might encounter when 
in need of non-related born marrow transplantation. 
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Women Speak and Change – Annual Meeting of the Women’s 
Circle 

The annual meeting of Women’s Circle, a group of 50 fe-
male citizens and activists from 50 villages, populated ar-
eas and women’s organizations from 11 municipalities and 
Skopje took place from 13 to 15 July in Struga. The group 
was dedicated to discovering, using and spreading the 
voice of women from the communities and joint influence 
on the work and decisions of the local authorities. 

During the annual meeting, the participants networked 
and exchanged experience from the implementation of 

the field approach to strengthening of women. They shared 
their individual approaches to strengthening and organiz-
ing women’s voices and advocating for gender aware poli-
cies before local government. During the meeting they also 
set the foundations of the Women’s Circle strategy.

This Circle is a platform for building local women’s activism 
by spending time together, sharing experience and edu-
cation on civic participation in shaping policies for better 
quality of life for everybody in the local communities. 

Biodegradable Waste Selected in Gevgelija for the First Time 

Thanks to “Changemakers” association, the municipality 
of Gevgelija will start to select biodegradable waste from 
the households, which is to be processed into high quality 
manure. The project for sustainable food and environment 
treatment was promoted on 15 September at the debate 
which took place at Gevgelija City Market. 

The first activity covered placing a marked container for 
collecting biodegradable waste in the city market, as well 
as distribution of free of charge buckets for selection of or-
ganic waste. In this way, there is a step forward to sustaina-
ble waste treatment, decreasing the amount of waste that 
we create on daily basis, as well as creation of humus via 
composting process. 

The association has been indicating for some time now 
that the quality humus is imported at a price that is beyond 
10 denars per litre and that a far more sustainable option 
is that it is produced locally, with a possibility to be sold 
in the country and abroad. Because there is no selection 
in the country, it is difficult to say what the quantities of 
organic waste are, but based on East Europe example, be-
tween 40% and 60% of the communal waste is organic. On 
the other hand, the non-selected communal waste ends at 
landfills and it is a hazard as a potential source of diseases, 
pollution and fires.

“We are proud of our compatriots”, they say at the associa-
tion and they add that they have expected that it would be 
hard to establish cooperation with the market sellers, but 
they were surprised with the interest of the people. “We 
have informed every seller at the city market, as well as the 
citizens who were at the market about the new way of deal-
ing with waste. Our indications and advice were accepted, 
with small exceptions. This result has given us even strong-
er will and faith to make changes in our municipality”, says 
Kostadin Karev from “Changemakers”.

The project has been implemented in cooperation with 
“Komunalec” public communal enterprise from Gevgelija, 
and it is financial supported by Civica Mobilitas. 
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On the occasion of the start of the new school year, the 
First Children’s Embassy in the World Megjashi started the 
second part of the action for support of the families living 
in poverty. Their action started at ECrowd.mk platform, 
where it was recognised and supported by many citizens. 
There were 62,600 denars provided for purchase of food 
and hygiene products. Immediately after the end of the 
fund-raising action, representatives of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission also contributed by a donation in 
school materials, the magician Kristian Shopov also do-
nated an additional package of food and hygiene products, 
and the newlyweds Despina and Sinisha encouraged the 
guests at their wedding to donate school materials instead 
of flowers.

ELS Logistic Service company also joined the humanitari-
an action, by delivering free of charge the first 30 packages 
to 10 families living in Kratovo, Kumanovo, Gostivar, Prilep, 
Shtip, Berovo, Struga, Bitola, Strumica and Zletovo. Apart 
from this, the magician Kristian joined in the distribution 
of the remaining 12 packages to the Skopje neighbour-
hoods of Lisiche, Usje, Pintija, Aerodrom, Avtokomanda, 
Topansko Pole, Shuto Orizari, Karposh and Hrom.

The people in Megjashi state that although their donor ac-
tion was completed successfully, the support for these fam-
ilies at risk should not stop. On the contrary, it is necessary 
to find longer term solutions for the conditions in which 
they find themselves. 

“Megjashi” Action for Support of the Families Living in Poverty 

Kittens Are the Best Therapy 

Imagine a café where you can enjoy the company of several 
kittens and be part of the so-called “kitty therapy”. The in-
terest in this opportunity was tested by “Angel Cats” associ-
ation via a small social experiment. The participants in the 
experiment had headphones for decreasing the noise and 
in a certain period had the opportunity to spend time and 
pat their main therapists – the kittens Andy and Bela. 

Immediately after this experience, the participants ex-
pressed the positive effects of the kitten therapy. Accord-
ing to them, the kittens passed on positive energy and they 
felt much happier than when they had arrived. “I think that 
Skopje misses such a place”, said one of the participants. 

According to the research so far, the contact with kittens 
provides many therapeutic advantages for the people, 
such as: better heart condition, decrease of stress and pain, 
stronger immune system, diminished symptoms of anxie-
ty and depression, diminished feeling of loneliness, etc. 
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100th International Day of Cooperatives Celebrated

Organized by the Macedonian Association of Agricultural 
Cooperatives (MAZZ) and supported by the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Forestry and Water Economy and Civica Mobilitas 
Programme, there was a celebration on the occasion of this 
year’s 100th jubilee International Day of Cooperatives held 
in the village of Mustafino near Sveti Nikole on 2 July, un-
der the topic “Cooperatives Build a Better World”. 

“Cooperatives are the only enterprise model with globally 
agreed principles that are based on shared ethical values”, 
said Suzana Dimitrievska, MAZZ President. She added 
that the experience has shown that the cooperatives are 
more resilient to crises that the average. “They stimulate 
economic participation, fight against the degradation of 
the environment and climate changes, generate good jobs, 
contribute to food safety, keep the financial capital in the 
local communities, build chains of ethical values and con-
tribute to positive peace by improving the material condi-
tions and of the people.”

Apart from the opening, the programme contained a panel 
discussion where recommendations on how to overcome 
the challenges in the cooperatives were shared; in the ex-
hibition part, 20 agricultural cooperatives presented and 
promoted their production.

The goal of marking the International Day is to raise the 
awareness about the cooperatives and promote the suc-
cesses and ideals of the international solidarity movement, 
the economic efficiency, equality and world peace. 

The cafés with kittens are an excellent opportunity for cat 
lovers to be in a relaxed environment and stress free sur-
rounding. This experience can be of big benefit, especially 
for those who cannot afford to keep cats at home; on the 
other hand, such an environment enables the kittens to be 
rescued from euthanasia and find a home by being taken 
care of, socialized and housed again.

The project “Via Civic Activism to Systemic Solutions for 
Homeless Cats” is supported by Civica Mobilitas pro-
gramme. 
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Civic Participation

Third National Debate Survey – Citizens Expect Election 
Reforms 

European Policy Institute (EPI), in cooperation with the 
Center for Deliberative Democracy from the Stanford Uni-
versity in the USA presented the results of the Third Na-
tional Debate Survey which were then discussed with the 
MPs and experts.

The citizens have given the elections and electoral reforms 
so far with a medium score, and the survey results have 
shown that it is necessary to involve the broader public in 
the election reform dialogue. The national debate survey 
has shown that the citizens expect electoral reforms, but 
they think that it should not happen quickly and immedi-
ately before elections. 

The MPs and the experts working on the issues related with 
the elections welcomed the process of debate survey and 
information prior to the debate. They also indicated the 
need to revise civic education, in order for the citizens to be 
more informed about the processes. In this way, according 
to them, the confidence of the citizens in the elections and 
electoral system will be restored.

Apart from the education, bigger information on the elec-
toral process should be initiated by the State Electoral 
Commission, which should and is obliged to do more than 
sheer information on the electoral results.

The debate survey is a unique form of political consulta-
tions which combines the techniques for public opinion 
research and public debate to present how public opinion 
on certain topic would look like, if the citizens would have 
the possibility to be more acquainted with the topic. The 
debate survey shows the preferences and opinions of the 
citizens, before and after being acquainted with the topic 
in more detail. 

93% of the Discussions in the Parliament Take Place without 
Any Arguments or with Poor Arguments 

On the scale of 1 to 10, the score for the quality of debate in 
the Parliament of the Republic of North Macedonia for the 
first half of 2022 is 5.5. This was shown by the monitoring of 
the Institute for Democracy in the period of January-June 
2022. The focus was on the discussions that pertained to 
agenda items which relate to rule of law, human rights and 
democracy.

Despite the slight improvement compared to July-Decem-
ber 2021 (5.5), the parliament discussion does not have the 
minimum necessary score to be considered a constructive 
debate. The report on this period shows a generally low 
level of debate quality and confirms the conclusion that 
there is space for significant improvement. 

There is a general deterioration of the level of argumenta-
tion by all participants in the discussion in the Parliament. 
In 51% of the analysed discussions, the speakers had no 
arguments, while in 42% of the analysed discussions they 

had poor argumentation, i.e. the speakers provided elabo-
ration to their positions which was not enough to be con-
sidered a full argument. Facts, i.e. quoted proofs from re-
search, experience, documents and other relevant sources 
were used in only 3% of the discussions. 

In this reporting period, the MPs spoke more about the 
personality of the collocutor from the other political op-
tion in their speeches, rather than essentially analysing 
their arguments. Still, there is significant prevalence of the 
speeches in which MPs do not refer to the arguments of the 
MPs of the other option at all (76%), nor to their person-
ality (65%), which means that the MPs do not sufficiently 
engage in essential exchange of views. 

There are three women among the ten most active MPs. 
The participation of women in the overall discussion is 42% 
and it maintains relatively the same level as in the period 
July-December 2021, which is the highest participation 
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compared to all previous monitoring periods. The MPs Gordana Siljanovska Davkova 
and Bojan Stojanoski were the MPs who spoke most often and the longest.

The report confirms the constantly low attention of the MPs to the rights of the margin-
alized groups, unless there is a specific discussion on certain law or agenda item related 
to their rights.

The culture of debate of the MPs in our Parliament, supported by clear and first argu-
ments which directly underly their views is at a relatively low level. Therefore, this re-
port also includes several recommendations, but also available tools that the MPs have 
to achieve a higher level of debate quality. 

Increased Value of the Contracts Signed without Transparent 
Procedure 

The Center for Civic Communica-
tions (CCC) published the Report 
from the Regular Public Procure-
ment Monitoring for the period 
of July to December 2021, which 
also includes findings from the 
survey of the companies on their 
experience when participating 
the public procurement proce-
dures, analyses of the procedures 
before the State Commission for 
Appeals on Public Procurement 
Procedures for 2021 and research 
of the contracting authorities on 
their personnel capacities for pub-
lic procurement.

According to public procurement 
monitoring finds, the value of the 
agreements concluded by negoti-
ating without publishing a call has 
increased. The total value of these 
agreements in 2021 was EUR 46 million, which is EUR 16 
million more than 2020. As much as 80% of the value of 
the concluded agreements without publishing calls was 
with AD Elektrani, MoI and the Ministry of Education and 
Science. Also, with respect to the fact that only one third of 
the reports on concluded agreements have been submit-
ted, it can be concluded that the institutions do not respect 
the legal obligations to publish them. 

The survey of the companies conducted in 2022 covered 
284 companies and they assess the public procurement 
process in the country with an average of 2.8 (on the scale 
from 1 to 5), which is the same as last year. Most of the peo-
ple surveyed think that there is a mutual deal for the ten-
ders and corruption, but only 6% stated that they always or 
often submit appeals to the State Commission for Appeals 
on Public Procurements.

With respect to the personnel ca-
pacities for public procurement in 
the ministries and municipalities, 
the finds show that the procure-
ments in the ministries are con-
ducted by one to 24 employees, 
while in the municipalities by one 
to seven employees. Part of the 
institutions also use external ex-
pert help, without taking care of 
preventing the potential conflict 
of interest. 

According to the Municipal Public 
Procurement data basis for 2021, 
the City of Skopje and 80 munici-
palities spent EUR 51 million more 
than in 2020. Biggest increase in 
the value of public procurement 
compared to previous year can 
be noted with the City of Skop-
je, which is EUR 15 million, the 

Municipality of Centar with EUR 5.5 million and with the 
Municipality of Gazi Baba with around EUR 5 million. The 
biggest drops in value are noted with the Municipality of 
Chucher Sandevo with around EUR 630,000, Karposh with 
EUR 483,000 and Aerodrom with EUR 475,000.

The list of the first 10 companies with biggest tender value 
with the municipalities in 2021 is led by the Strumica based 
Zhikol DOOEL export import construction company with 21 
agreements with a total value of EUR 22 million.

The annual programme of the Center for Civil Communica-
tions is supported by Civica Mobilitas. 



CITIZENS FOR CHANGE   11

Right to Health also Means Access to Legal Abortion 

“Gender righteous society where abortion will be safe, legal 
and accessible for all women, without stigmatization and 
discrimination” – this is the demand sent by thousands of 
advocates for reproductive freedom to their governments 
in the world on 28 September – the International Day of 
Safe Abortion. On this occasion, the Platform for Gender 
Equality stresses that the access to reproductive health ser-
vices has to be guaranteed, even in crisis conditions.   

Although the existing law on pregnancy termination in 
North Macedonia is more liberal than the previous one, 
it does not stipulate covering the expenses if this health 
service is asked for social or material reasons. Treating 
abortion as an essential health service only when there is 
a medical reason, the Health Insurance Fond and the other 
institutions in charge bring the women who do not want to 
continue their pregnancy and who are in social risk or live 
in poverty into a no-way out situation.  

In less than a year, the abortion prices in private hospitals 
in Macedonia have doubled and now this service is EUR 
300-400. Additionally, the medical abortion (abortion 

with medicines) which is a safer and cheaper option than 
the surgical method is only available at the University Clin-
ic of Gynaecology and Obstetrics in Skopje, but not all the 
time because of the discontinuity in the delivery of neces-
sary medicines. The women from other cities do not have 
this alternative not only because of medicines which are 
not available, but also because of the local state hospital 
professionals who are not fully trained.  

Therefore, the Platform for Gender Equality appealed that 
the institutions in charge recognize the need of the poor 
and marginalized women for abortion and enable finan-
cially accessible prices for this essential health service, es-
pecially at times of crisis. Otherwise, the state will directly 
push the women to an even bigger poverty and social in-
security, and it is not excluded that it will also force them 
to look for cheaper illegal abortion options, which would 
directly endanger their health and the wellbeing of their 
closest ones. 

Poor Families Left Out of Pollution Decreasing Measures 
The poorest group pf people with monthly income of less 
than MKD 25,000 per family have been left out of the pol-
lution decreasing measures, while the richest people with 
monthly income of more than MKD 40,000 are the biggest 
polluters because they do this as choice, not because of 

lack of choice. This is one of the findings of the “Macedo-
nian Platform against Poverty” in their research “Dealing 
with Air Pollution by Minimizing the Energy Poverty and 
Promoting More Ecological Behaviour”.
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The research classifies three socio-ecological profiles, one 
of which is with a monthly income of less than MKD 20,000 
per family, the second between MKD 25,000-40,000 per 
family and the third one is with more than MKD 40,000.

Also, the first and poorest profile is made by three more dif-
ferent subgroups: those that have no energy sources and 
use rubber, bottles etc. for heating; people that have a lot of 
debt and cannot use energy all the time, therefore also us-
ing heating by burning objects; and a third group that has 
low income while being connected to the central heating 
system but have no alternative if this is not possible. These 
profiles face lack of choice and possibilities that they have 
and they cannot use the pollution decreasing measures. 
For them it is most important that they strengthen so-
cio-economically first and have the basic living conditions. 

The second group with monthly family income between 
MKD 25,000-40,000 is not very economic or ecologically 
careful, but they are still careful because they do not have 
enough resources to cover all needs. With them, the subsi-
dies for energy efficiency of homes are very important. 

The third profile with more than MKD 40,000 monthly 
family income are people who have, can and spend mon-
ey and energy. They are the biggest polluters because they 
have the biggest choice to choose. With them, it is most 
important to influence the change of awareness from the 
aspect of improving their habits via public campaigns or 
actions that would means alleviation of the procedure to 
access them. 

As a result of the research, at the Macedonian Platform 
against Poverty, they say that what is generally missing 

is an equitable development of the city, better infrastruc-
ture, bigger intersectoral work and local investment and 
intervention, primarily in heating systems, green energy 
systems and possibilities for access for all citizens to have 
equitable and solidary equal, quality and dignified living 
conditions.

The research was prepared by MPPS within the project 
“Dealing with Air Pollution in the City of Skopje”, financed 
by Sweden, and implemented by the United Nations De-
velopment Programme in partnership with the Ministry of 
Environment and Spatial Planning and the City of Skopje.

The hate to the opponent’s club is the most frequent reason 
for violence at the sport field. These are the data resulting 
from the research of NEXUS – Civic Concept, entitled “Iden-
tification of Factors Influencing Violence at Sport Fields”.

The question on the reasons because of which there is vio-
lence at sport fields shows that the fans do not act rational-
ly, but first of all led to negative emotions. 

The biggest number of people surveyed, i.e. 41.7% of them 
responded that violence was motivated by hate towards 
the opponent’s club. Significant number of people sur-
veyed (19.8%) responded that violence happened because 
of ethnic and religious affiliation of the fans/club in which 
they compete. A total of 7.5% of the people surveyed re-
sponded that violence happened because of political influ-
ence, while only 7.5% of the respondents said that violence 
happened because of financial gain. 

Big number of respondents said that there were other rea-
sons, which are not identified in the questionnaire, causing 

What Motivates Violence at Sport Fields? 
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violent behaviour with the fans. This indicates the need of 
deepened, additional analyses of the motives because of 
which violent behaviour occurs. 

The results, as indicated in the Report, show the need to 
change the template of sport fan culture in the country, the 
policies that should be implemented and the institutions 
that should implement them.

Taking into consideration the results of the research, one 
has to think about fans, cheering and sport fan groups that 
should be shaped and promoted, and those that need to 
be marginalized. A good example of this is the transforma-
tion of cheering at the football matches in England. The 
fans should support their teams, there should be a certain 
degree of rivalry with other clubs, but it should not grow 

into hate. Sports, and especially football, should not be 
held captives of a small group of hooligans, who are well 
connected among themselves, and often with the club that 
they support, but they should be open to the common cit-
izen. In this way, sports will have bigger audience, more 
attention in the media, more finances and bigger develop-
ment.  

Overcoming violent behaviour at sport matches, as added 
in the report, as well as avoiding violent behaviour with the 
audience is the first precondition for commercializing and 
development of sport as a whole, and especially football as 
the most popular sport around the world, but also in the 
Republic of North Macedonia.

Manual for Creating Didactic Materials at Home 

The Association of People with Physical Disabilities Mobil-
nost promoted the manual “Do It Yourself for Your Child” 
on 20 September. It concerns a publication which covers 
practical exercises and activities for preparation of didactic 
aids from waste materials which can be found at home. 

By following the directions, the parents can learn how to 
make practical didactic toys that can be used for a long 
time, by using little money and household waste materials 
(plastic bottles, caps, toilet paper rolls, straws, egg packag-
ing, etc.). The didactic materials are intended for develop-
ment and stimulation of visual and auditive perception, 
eye-hand coordination, development of gross and fine 
motor skills, reading and writing exercises, adopting num-
bers and numerical quantities, spatial relations, shapes, 
colours, classification based on external features, self-help 
skills and cultural and hygienic habits, etc. 

Authors of the Manual are the special educators and reha-
bilitators Zaga Kolodezni, Marija Davchevska and Zhivka 
Panova Sazdova. 

This activity has a direct impact on resolving the problem 
with the lack of availability of didactic materials for work-
ing with children with disabilities. In this way, the parents 
themselves can prepare teaching aids and enable continu-
ous development of their children.

The project was implemented in a period of eight months 
with the financial support of Civica Mobilitas programme. 
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Free of Charge Training in Dyslexia for the Teachers 

The Dyslexia Association Einstein and the Mayor of the 
Municipality of Veles Marko Kolev signed a Memorandum 
of Cooperation of the Erasmus+ project Dyslexia Online 
Teaching Courses – DysCourse).

Via this cooperation, for the first time in our country, all 
primary and secondary schools, as well as all kindergartens 
in the Municipality of Veles will be provided with free on-
line training in dyslexia. The training will be implemented 
via the new innovative web platform and mobile applica-
tion for e-learning created within the project #DysCourse 
which is implemented by the Dyslexia Association Einstein 
in cooperation with partner organizations Centro Studi 
Villa Montesca, Galileo Progetti Nonprofit Kft. and Latvijas 
Disleksijas biedrība. 

The interactive on-line training will be available to all in-
terested citizens from mid-October and it will include four 
learning modules, which will be used by the beneficiaries 
to improve their knowledge about dyslexia, but also obtain 
new skills and techniques on how to work and help their 
students who have dyslexia. 

Dyslexia is a condition that 10-15% of the students face, 
while the information of the teachers when it comes to it is 
still at a very low level. The reason is first of all due to lack of 
national strategy on the conditions that cause difficulties 
in learning and the lack of involvement of the institutions 
in charge on these issues. 

Therefore, the project “Dyslexia online teaching courses 
– DysCourse“ will cover a bigger number of teachers and 
citizens that will receive free of charge training in dyslexia, 
which will contribute to creating an inclusive educational 
system for the students with dyslexia and specific learning 
difficulties. 

The project “Dyslexia Online Teaching Courses – Dy-
sCourse” is funded by the National Agency for European 
Educational Programmes and Mobility via the #Erasmus-
Plus programme.

Cooperation

Summer Camp in Programming

Macedonia 2025 awarded 12 full or partial scholarships 
for participation of young people (10-15 years old) at the 
“Summer Camp in Programming”, predominantly from so-
cio-economically vulnerable families, as well as from the 
Diaspora.

The Summer Camp in Programming took place from 7-13 
August, organized by :IV Educational Centre in Partnership 
with Macedonia 2025. It provided a one-week summer 
adventure for each participant, with a primary focus on 
learning, personal development, unique experience, a lot 
of laughter and entertainment. The implemented train-
ing was a combination of theoretical and practical classes 
in web design, and the lectures were held by experienced 
experts in the area of programming. The participants ob-
tained knowledge on the Sustainable Development Goals 

so that they can apply what 
they have learned to create 
a better and more beautiful 
future for all. 

Apart from learning, the 
children were also part of 
other activities, such as 
events to stimulate social-
ization and meeting of the 
participants, walks around 
Mavrovo, free activities, in-
tellectually interactive ac-
tivities and games. 
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The Ministry of Political System and Relations among the 
Communities Advertised the Funds for CSOs 

The civic initiative “Antiko” continued to organize work-
shops during the summer, focusing on gender perspective 
in local consumer policies and practices, this time in Skopje 
and Tetovo.

At the two events, there were representatives of manage-
rial structures from relevant sectors of the municipalities, 
local administration, public enterprises, members of the 
Equal Opportunities Commissions, civil society, business 
sector and others.

Mayor Arsovska also participated at the workshop held in 
Skopje, stressing the support and contribution of the City 
of Skopje in the area of creation and implementation of 
gender sensitive consumer policies and practices. She un-
derlined the importance of the partnerships among local 

governments, civil society and local businesses in promot-
ing the dialogue to protect these consumer rights. 

The participants at these trainings had real and compre-
hensive approach when analysis the problems and chal-
lenges that the citizens in the two municipalities face. Via 
the presentations, group exercises and case studies, the 
participants found possibilities to resolve certain issues, 
taking into consideration gender aspects. They talked 
about the strategic and practical needs of the citizens and 
based on this they also set the priorities for the future steps.

The project is supported by the European Union and it is 
implemented by Zenit, Antiko, the Consumer Organization 
of Macedonia and the Small Business Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Enabling Environment

Gender Perspective in Policies for Consumer Protection 

At the end of September, the Government published the 
Decision on Criteria and Way of Distribution and Usage of 
Funds for Financing Programme Activities of Associations 
and Foundations from the budget of RNM, provided with 
the Ministry of Political System and Relations among the 
Communities (MPSOZ).

Although in March the Council for Cooperation between 
the Government and Civil Society welcomed the Govern-

ment decision to allocate funds for financing CSOs in this 
Ministry and encouraged other institutions to follow this 
example, the main request of this joint Government and 
civil society body was to make a rebalance of the budget 
and plan funds for the implementation of the Draft Pro-
gramme for Financing Programme Activities of Associa-
tions and Foundation to the General Secretariat of the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of North Macedonia for 2022. 
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How Enabling Was the Environment for the Civil Society in 2021 

The Macedonian Center for Internation-
al Cooperation (MCIC) and the Balkan 
Civil Society Development Network 
(BCSDN) published the Report on the 
Civil Society Enabling Environment for 
2021. 

The Report concludes that the freedom 
of association is guaranteed for all with 
the laws and implemented in practice 
without limitations. Some obstacles for 
CSOs have occurred with the obligation 
to register the real owner. This was a re-
sult of the amendments of the Law for 
Prevention of Money Laundering and 
Terrorism Financing. One of the painful 
points of CSOs, the state financing, is be-
ing reformed very slowly. The Ministry of 
Labour and Social Policy and the Agen-
cy for Youth and Sports have biggest budgets for CSOs, 
intended for social protection, sport and youth. The state 
funding is almost an unrecognizable source of revenue for 
CSOs and available to a limited number of organizations. 
The lack of funds is a serious challenge for CSOs. 

During last year, the mandate of the first composition of 
the Council for Cooperation ended and following an open 
and transparent process, the new composition of this body 
was elected. The new Strategy for Civil Society Develop-
ment and Cooperation was adopted at the end of the year, 
and it will be implemented in the period of 2022-2024. 

Regarding the involvement of CSOs in 
the law adoption processes, the Elec-
tronic National Register of Regulations 
(ENER) and parliamentary session data 
show that 117 laws were prepared by the 
Government and reviewed in the Parlia-
ment. From this figure, 41% were pub-
lished on ENER for public consultations, 
which is an improvement compared to 
2020, when this percentage was 34%. 
Unfortunately, the citizens and many 
CSOs do not use the possibility to raise 
their initiatives via ENER. Apart from 
this, part of the state institutions invite 
and include CSOs and the public in com-
menting the laws and policies in the ear-
ly stages of their preparation. Although 
44% of CSOs agree that they are in-
volved in the preparation of the policies 

from the beginning, there is nevertheless a small number 
of CSO proposals that are fully reviewed and adopted. 

This is the ninth Report on Civil Society Enabling Environ-
ment. The number of registered CSOs in the country at the 
end of 2021 was 11,134, and only in 2021, 467 organizations 
were registered. The state financing was about EUR 5 mil-
lion (MKD 308,532,488), and there were 1,665 employees in 
the sector. 

One of the arguments was that funds management via 
MPSOZ narrows the priorities and goals which relate to 
financing of CSOs and their activities. The Council also 
pointed out that the decision not to grant funds for CSOs 
via the General Secretariat was against the goals to ad-
vance an enabling environment for work of the civil society 
and reforms of the state funding system of CSOs as set in 
the Work Programme of the Government of the Republic 
of North Macedonia for the period of 2022-2024, as well as 
against the Strategy for Cooperation and Development of 
Civil Society 2022-2024, as they say at the Council. 

Unfortunately, six months after the reactions of the Coun-
cil, the Government did not respond to this request. Now, 
all the hopes of CSOs are turned to the Working Group for 
State Funding where CSOs have their representatives. 
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Significant Development of Accountability of CSOs in the 
Western Balkans: Global Standard Relevance and Values 
Recognised in the new EU Guidelines 

The new EU Guidelines for support of the civil society in the 
enlargement region 2021-2027 of the Directorate General 
for Neighbourhood and Enlargement (DG Near) are vital 
documents for promotion of enabling environment and 
support of the capacities and role of the CSOs in the devel-
opment of the Western Balkans and Turkey and in the pro-
cess of EU enlargement. For the enlargement countries, the 
Guidelines give a clear and coherent roadmap of goals and 
indicators showing where the countries are and where they 
need to improve in order to meet the political criteria for 
EU accession. Regarding the Guidelines, as a key document 
providing an enabling environment, BCSDN participated 
in the consulta-
tions of the new 
document and re-
acted on the need 
to formalize and 
strengthen their 
political weight, 
including them in 
the existing EU po-
litical framework. 

The revised Guide-
lines, published 
in May 2022, have 
strong roots in 
the international 
standards, interna-
tional law and the 
European stand-
ards. They aim at 
providing a shared 
perspective with respect to the expected results of the EU 
support to civil society which concerns the enabling envi-
ronment, cooperation between the civil society and pub-
lic authorities, and the performances and standards that 
CSOs should meet. The new EU Guidelines also cover the 
self-regulation concept and resilience of CSOs which is part 
of the EU efforts in capacity building and accountability of 
the CSOs in the Western Balkans and Turkey. Essentially, 
the Guidelines draw their inspiration in this respect pri-

marily from the Global Standard for CSO Accountability 
developed by civil society at global level. BCSDN has been 
part of the global standard from 2017, as one of the eight 
founding partners. The Global Standard is a reference 
standard which CSOs can adopt and implement in order to 
strengthen their accountability practices. Using the 

accountability commitments, it attempts to cover the 
shared understanding of accountability of CSOs from the 
overall world. In the Guidelines, most of the twelve com-
mitments are directly related to the indicators from the 
Guidelines for each of the objectives related to strengthen-
ing of the capacities and resilience of CSOs.

By referring to the 
Global Standard 
recognition, EU 
acknowledges the 
needs for capable, 
transparent and 
accountable CSOs 
whose activities 
will contribute to 
general develop-
ment of the civil 
society in the re-
gion. This recog-
nition shows our 
general efforts to 
promote inclusion 
of the efforts for ac-
countability of the 
Global Standard in 
the essential inter-

national programmes and documents that correlate to ef-
fective activities of the civil society and strengthened civil 
space globally. The inclusion of the Global Standard in the 
Guidelines is an additional indicator of the relevance and 
value of the Global Standard taking into consideration that 
has already been referred to in the 2021 Open Government 
Partnership in their international calls for action to support 
civic space and civil society, as well as in the OECD DAC.  
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More than 110 Associations and Social Enterprises United for 
Stronger Society

“This Festival celebrates civil society and its contribution to 
society and citizens”, said the Ambassador of Switzerland 

in the country, H.E. Véronique Hulmann at the official 
opening of the Day of the CSOs and Social Enterprises 

which took place on 24 September 2022 in front of the Army 

Hall, behind “Mother Theresa” Memorial House in Skopje. 

“Strong, diverse and dynamic civil society is an important 

dimension for the functional democracy”, she added. For 
Ambassador Hulmann, the challenges remain and the 

basic values are under pressure. “The polarization among 

the citizens, corruption risks, inefficient use of resources, 
discrimination, poverty, energy crisis and climate changes. 

In these turbulent times, the role of the civil society 

becomes even more important, not only to provide services 

for the people, but also to help policy creators find solutions 
to current and upcoming problems”, she said. 

“The contents of this Fair speak about the advancement 
of social entrepreneurship. The topic is very important 

for EU, and also close and dear to me as well”, said the 

EU Ambassador to RNM, H.E. David Geer in his address. 

Speaking about figures, he stressed that the social economy 
in the EU is 10% of all businesses, and 13 million people, 

or 6% of the people in the EU work in social enterprises, 

sustainable enterprises. “But it even more important that 

they share the ambition of positive influence on the whole 
society, putting the people on the first place and using the 
profit to achieve social goals”, added Ambassador Geer. 

Fatmir Bytyqi, the Vice Prime Minister, started his address 
with his own experience in the civil sector, more than 20 

years ago. “Then, the fairs that we organized were for CSOs 

only, now we are a step ahead and social enterprises are 

also included in the events”, he said. According to him, the 

location where Civica Mobilitas Festival took place was also 
symbolic, the “Mother Theresa” Memorial House. “She did 

not aim for the Nobel Prize for Economy, but she rather 

worked with the people whom she had found in front of 

her own house. CSOs and social enterprises do the same 

– they take care about the people with less possibilities”, 

said Bytyqi. He also appealed for solidarity, not to have big 

profits on the expense of the citizens, not only because it 
is not solidary, but it will reflect on the future generations. 
“The moving force are the people with their ideas, without 

you nothing with you everything!”, he said.

The programme started with several performances 

with which the organizations drew the attention to the 

issues related to environment protection, especially the 

disappearance of the bees, the need of bigger inclusion of 

children with disabilities, and they will also send a message 

for peace. 

“The Festival is a place where we as organizations have 
the possibility to spend time together, get to know 

each other, and why not, to also open a possibility for 

future cooperation. Because we are stronger together 

and the stronger we are the bigger the pressure to the 

government and institutions for their more efficient work 
and improvement of the services to the citizens”, they say 

at the Centre for Change Management (CCM), regular 
participants at the Festival whose focus this year was 
working with women entrepreneurs and support to their 

businesses during the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Association for Legal Education and Transparency 

“Station Five” from Prilep and the Association for Protection 
of the Rights of Users of Consumer Loans Loan Protect 

from Skopje participated in the Civica Mobilitas Festival 
for the first time. For them, this was a good opportunity to 
promote their work in front of the organizations, and at the 

same time meet their colleagues and future collaborators.

The main topic of this year’s festival is “Reclaiming the Civic 

Space” and it was organized in cooperation with the Centre 

for Social Enterprises. The civic activists cleaned the space 

where the event took place several days before the Festival, 
they restored the benches and placed garbage cans. In this 

way, the organizers leave the space to the citizens as a place 
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where they can discuss, debate, exchange experience and 

ideas. Citizen areas are foundation stones of each open and 

democratic society. When this space is open, the citizens 

and CSOs can get organized, participate and communicate 

without obstacles. In this way, they can defend their rights 

and influence the political and social structures around 
them. Therefore, we appeal together for reclaiming the 

civic space by the citizen. 

The programme was rich and diverse. Environment and 

climate changes will this time also be presented via 

presentations and quizzes, and part of the organizations will 

dedicate their events to health via Various presentations, 

HIV testing, to activities for protection of mental health 

and art therapy. There were separate debates on the 

importance of HIV infection protection, conflicts between 
parents and their influence on the children and recognition 
and managing stress and minimizing the harmful effects of 
drug use and sexual work and marginalized communities. 

Civica Mobilitas had its fifth edition, and the programme 
started at 10:00 hrs and lasted until 16:00 hrs. More than 110 

CSOs and social enterprises came from the whole country 

to present their activities and results to the interested 

citizens.

The festival is part of the Civica Mobilitas project of the 

Swiss Embassy in the country.

To Develop the CSO Entrepreneurial Spirit because There Are 
Funds and Will to Donate

“We have to change, we should not be afraid to be business 

oriented, it will not make us less oriented towards our 

missions and goals. On the contrary, it will give us the 

opportunity to work on them much more”, this was the 

conclusion of Civica Mobilitas Thematic Forum entitled: 
“Can We Do More than Grants?!” – CSO Financing via: 
Donations, Crowdfunding and Social Enterprises. We 

should network much more than we have done so far and 

we should talk about what we do. This is the first step to 
building confidence between the CSOs on one hand and 
the citizens or companies on the other. The people present 

also spoke about transparency as an important segment 

in building mutual trust and developing the awareness to 

donate. 

The speakers at the Forum agreed that there is a need to 
work on changes in the legal regulations as civil sector, by 

referring to the Law on Donations and Sponsorships in order 

to alleviate the process of donating. “It is disappointing 

to say that we have more than 100 refused donations of 

more than MKD 12,000 via the E-crowd platform because 

of the system, banks, legislation”, said Ljupcho Petkovski, 

Vice President of Ino Hub – Skopje and one of the speakers 

at the Forum. He also stressed that Macedonians want to 
donate and they donate which is confirmed with various 
actions, but work has to be done on liberalizing the 

legislation. Viktor Mirchevski, the Programme Manager 

of KONEKT added to this by stressing that more than 

100 organizations are part of the Network on Financial 
Sustainability of CSOs advocating for changes in the Law 

on Donations and Sponsorships; there has already been 

a working group established to work on this change. The 

goal is to alleviate the tax obligations to those who donate, 

says Mirchevski. “At Konekt we say that donating is love 

and just as in a romantic relationship, there should be a 

process of getting to know each other and gaining mutual 

trust between the CSOs and citizens companies”, he said. 

Suzana Trajkovska Kochankovska, social and business 

advisor at the project Support to Social Enterprises stressed 

the positive example by stating that CSOs should develop 

economic activities. “The projects have limited resources, 

and your mission is broader than the project goals. The 

social entrepreneurship is not only a project, it is resolving 

human destinies”, said Trajkovska Kochankovska. She 

thinks that the real potential is with CSOs that should work 

on new services in the spirit of the time that will enable 

then economically stable organizations. She stressed 

networking as an important segment, not only among 

CSOs, but also with the business community and the 

citizens themselves. 

During the Forum, the people present told about their 
positive experiences with alternative ways of financing. 
There was a discussion on the Donor Circle of KONEKT, 
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E-crowd of Ino Hub, but also the activities which started 

with the initiative of a single person, such as “Donate a 

Computer” and today they are recognized not only in our 

country, but also in Europe. From Kindness they stressed 
the initiative “Retweet a Meal” which mobilizes volunteers 

who prepare food for vulnerable groups. “Today we have a 

list of companies waiting in line to get involved with their 

volunteering activities”, said Toni Stankovski and added 

that they already know who would volunteer to prepare 

food for the next month and a half. Rural Coalition spoke 

about “Our Stand”, an important activity for the women in 

rural environments, but also about its transformation to 

social enterprise, while the stories of Zdravec 2002 once 

again confirmed that people and businesses are prepared 
to join to help their compatriots. All shared experience 

had networking, good promotion and communication 

strategies in common. 

“Before, we used to learn how to write project proposals, 

now we need to learn how to sell our idea to companies and 

citizens”, said Mirchevski. The participants in the debate 

agreed that we can and we have to do more than grants. It 

is necessary to change the way of thinking and functioning 

of the people in CSOs, but the good side is that the change 

has started. At the same time, the awareness of the people 

and business if developing when it comes to donations, 

which is only an addition to the process. 

The form as a whole can be watched at this .

Civica Mobilitas Thematic Forum provides space for 
discussion among the CSO representatives, institutions 

at national and local level and all other stakeholders 

important for resolving the issues that are being targeted.

https://www.facebook.com/civicamobilitas/videos/4975988695842998
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Good Governance Is Easier to Be Practiced with an Established 
Internal System 

“Responsible Work and Ethical Financing of CSOs” was 
the topic of the one-day workshop which took place 

in a hybrid format on 14 July 2022 in Holiday Inn hotel 

in Skopje and on-line on ZOOM platform. Seventeen 

CSO representatives discussed the CSO strengthening 

in respecting and practicing the objectives of the CSO 

Code. The workshop where there were discussions 

on transparency and accountability of CSOs and their 

significance, the organizational policies, practices and daily 
operations, but also the challenges that exist in practicing 

of good governance and ethical financing of the Code was 
facilitated by Nikica Kusinikova, the Executive Director of 

Konekt.

In the first part, the participants discussed the 
understanding of the CSOs when it comes to significance 
and importance of transparency and accountability and 

their dedication to this value that is manifested internally 

in their policies and in their practices and daily work. Then, 

they spoke about the challenges that they face while 

coordinating their activities and how they will improve 

their work, respecting the principles of good governance 

and ethical financing. “The organization practices 
good governance when there is an established internal 

system that provides the organization serves the public 

interest. The Code is a set of principles. How they will be 

implemented in a big organization or in a newly established 

organization will be different, but it is always important 
that the principle is respected”, is the conclusion of the 

first practical example dedicated to good governance. The 
people present agreed that in the sector there is very little 

talk about preventing conflict of interest. “One of the best 
wats to prevent conflict of interest is that it is completely 
avoided”, said the participants discussing what is conflict of 
interest, legal framework, its most frequent forms, as well 

as ways to avoid conflict of interest.

In the second part, Marija Vishnova from the Balkan Civil 

Society Development Network (BCSDN), gave a short 
overview of the Global Standard (GS) for accountability 
of CSOs and the efforts to help the organizations adopt, 
implement and strengthen the practices for accountability, 

additionally stressing the BCSDN and Global Standards 

(GS) efforts to support the Civil Society Code and CSOs 
in our country. Some of the issues during the discussion 

referred to the mechanism for checking the approximation 

of CSOs with the Code, its sustainability and the possibility 

for its revision in the future. The participants were also 

introduced to some of the GS basic materials and resources, 

the twelve principles of GS and the possibility to join the 

Group for Practicing Dynamic Accountability, Global 

Learning and space for sharing knowledge on Dynamic 

Accountability. 

The event ended with a discussion and recommendations 

for future institutionalization of the Code and their efforts 
to strengthen the internal capacities, at the same time 

promoting and providing functional democracy and 

operational environment for the civil society in the country. 

So far, 70 CSOs signed, and all interested organizations 
that wanted to join the Code could do that by filling in the 
following statement (deklaratë për pranimin e Kodit). The 
statements are deposited at the Macedonian Center for 

International Cooperation by e-mail at: asv@mcms.mk. By 

joining, the organizations become part of the platform for 

development of the Code and improving the transparency 

and accountability of the civil sector. 
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State Funding to CSOs in 2021

The state support to CSOs is one the crucial elements to 

providing financial sustainability of the civil society. In the 
developed democratic countries, the financial support to 
CSOs is predominantly secured via direct financing from 
the national budget, while in Macedonia, despite the 

declarative efforts of the Government to support the civil 
sector, there is a lack of political will for such support and 

sustainability.

Below, please look at the info graphs which concern the 

revenues of CSOs from state funding at central level and 

the highest and lowest awarded grant from state funding 

at central level in 2021.

Info Graph: CSO revenues from state funding at central 

level for 2021.

Total of 4% from the CSO revenues in 2021 came from the 

state, i.e. central budget. The state financing dropped for 
1% compared to 2020 and it amounts to EUR 5.02 million. 

Per budget user, there is especially drop with the funds 

granted by the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of 

Labour and Social Policy.

As a reminder, in the Action Plan for Implementation of 

the 2022-2024 Strategy for Cooperation and Development 

of the Civil Sector, the Government has obliged that the 

participation of state funding in the CSO revenues will be 

20% in 2022, 25% in 2023 and 30% in 2024.  

Infor Graph: Highest and lowest awarded grant from state 

financing at central level for 2021

In 2021, the lowest awarded grant from the central budget 

to a CSO was only MKD 13,760 and it was awarded by the 
Ministry of Culture. The highest grant was MKD 12,180,000 

and it was awarded by the Ministry of Labour and Social 

Policy to the National Alliance of the Blind.

In Macedonia there is unfortunately a lack of essential 

financial support to the development of CSOs registered 
according to the Law on Associations and Foundations. The 
differences in the finances allocated to CSOs and those to 
the federations and national alliances are a proof of this 

situation. 

We stand for reforms in the state financing for CSOs!
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