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In the last two months of the unusual and in many ways 
difficult 2020, the crisis caused by Covid-19 reached its 
peak. In every sense. The number of infected was the 
biggest, the number of deceased also. The health care 
capacities were fully used, and the health care workers 
were on the edge of their capacities.

We have never needed cooperation more than now 
and it has never been more difficult to make it happen. 
Nevertheless, at a distance, via various platforms, CSOs 
have shown that they could also cooperate and function 
in these times.

The ad-hoc grants of Civica Mobilitas intended for 
overcoming the crisis situation caused by Covid-19 were 
completed in this period. The CSOs which were the 
grantees have distributed more than 2,200 humanitarian 
packages, more than 320 citizens have received 
psychological and social support, and more than 160 
consulting support. This is especially important to see 
the negative effects of Covid-19 in a broader sense. Very 
often, the consequences of the pandemics are expressed 
in a number of infected people, number of deceased or 
in amounts that show the economic losses, and in such a 
way we miss the damages that it has had on our mental 
health. In this way, those who have maybe managed to 
protect themselves from the virus have been left out 
from the group affected by the health crisis.

The crisis managed to mobilize the CSOs, but the citizens 
as well. It was also seen in the increase of the membership 
with eight of the ad-hoc grantees, and in the increased 
number of volunteers with 11 of the CSOs that were the 
beneficiaries of these grants. Has the crisis stimulated 
our solidarity? Has it increased the civic activism? Did the 
citizens recognize CSOs as stakeholders that could help 

the most? These are the questions for the analyses that 
should be made by the civil sector. However, not after the 
end of the crisis, but rather now, while it is still going on. 
What has attracted the citizens? Why have they chosen to 
donate their free time and volunteer? If we also want to 
keep this trend after the crisis, we have to find out now 
about the motivation of the citizens? Who or what has 
triggered and released the energy that is invested to help 
the others?

CSOs, mainly Civica Mobilitas grantees, have offered 
their help and support to the institutions. Aware of the 
value of cooperation, they said that overcoming the crisis 
would be easier if we all do it together. At the forum with 
the Venko Filipche, the Minister of Health, and Stojanche 
Angelov, the Director of the Crisis Management Centre, 
they stressed the pressing issues, such as access to 
information, access to services, treatment of people with 
disabilities and other vulnerable categories. They asked 
about the plan for preparatory activities for vaccination 
process, information about vaccination and all challenges 
coming with it. And they have offered their help and 
support again. 

Because cooperation is crucial, and it is easier together!

Gonce Jakovlevska 
Civica Mobilitas National 

 Coordinator for ICO

THE CRISIS HAS INTENSIFIED THE 
COOPERATION AND ENGAGEMENT OF 
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
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“The intersectoral cooperation of the Council for Media 
Ethics with all important stakeholders to address the 
problem of hate speech and discrimination is of crucial 
importance for its eradication”, stressed Marina Tuneva, the 
Executive Director of CMEM at the debate “Connecting the 
Self-Regulatory Body, Broadcasting Media Regulator and 
Ombudsman in Human Rights Protection and Reaction to 
Hate Speech in Media” which took place on 30 November 
2020.

According to Katerina Sinadinovska, the President of 
CMEM Executive Board, “hate speech is not only violation 
of journalistic standards, but also a criminal act and it can 
cause a hate crime. Looking at hate speech in the media as 
a social problem, it is necessary to involve all stakeholders 
in dealing with it, including the state instruments, i.e. to 
punish and sanction this phenomenon”.

“CMEM is an organization that does not issue fines, but 

rather decisions of ethical nature and the fight that we 
have with hate speech and discrimination on various 
grounds can also be united with cooperation efforts with 
the Ombudsman, in view of violation of the human rights”, 
stressed the President of the Appeal Committee at CMEM, 
Mirche Adamchevski. The Agency, upon its own finding, 
said Adamchevski, because it is not in charge of ethics 
in the broadcasters and printed media, when receiving 
appeals or determining unethical behaviour, addresses us 
for an opinion. Last year, four appeals were forwarded by 
the Agency to the Appeal Committee. In two of them there 
was hate speech and discrimination found, explained 
Adamchevski, adding that in the first year of CMEM 
establishment, there were appeals against a number of 
portals forwarded by the Ombudsman.  

Emilija Petreska-Kamenjarova, the Head of Human 
Rights and Media Literacy Department at the Agency for 
Audio and Audio-Visual Media Services stressed that hate 
speech is one of the important areas where the Agency 
can cooperate with CMEM and proposed deepening of 

the cooperation in cases when CMEM receives an appeal 
concerning a broadcaster. She explained that following the 
2018 changes in the Law on Audio and Audio-Visual Media 
Services there has been a practice established that all 
reports from the supervisions regarding Article 61 and the 
measures issues are to be sent to CMEM, to be reviewed by 
the Appeal Committee also from the aspect of respecting 
the Code of Journalists of Macedonia. We think that acting 
in such cases is the issue on which we need to agree for 
better cooperation, maybe in respect of the fact that 
when the Agency receives such appeals or notices itself 
problematic contents, not to analyse it itself, but so send 
everything immediately to CMEM. In the area of media 
literacy there are also some activities undertaken because 
this issue is closely related to the basic human rights of 
freedom of expression in the media transferred reality of 
the 21st century. 

Marijan Ponjavic, State Councillor at the Department 
for Protection from Discrimination and Appropriate and 
Equitable Representation at the Ombudsman stressed that 
in the cases where there are elements of hate speech, the 
Ombudsman is prevented to directly act, first of all because 
it is criminal matter, and also because they do not have 
the competence to act towards the entities in the private 
sector, who are in most cases the ones that use hate speech, 
or enable individuals to use their bases to broadcast hate 
speech. “Here, I would first of all appeal to the media and 
portals, where hate speech is the most visible and where 
we have reacted on a number of occasions indirectly, i.e. 
by submitting a request with indication to CMEM to act 
according to their competence”, stressed Ponjavic. He said 
that constant education and sensitization of the journalists 
is needed to contribute to dealing with this phenomenon.

According to Snezhana Trpevska, the President of the 
Institute for Social Development Research – RESIS, 
whenever there is a talk about hate speech on-line, one 
should take into consideration that Internet is the carrier of 
positive benefits and if one calls for massive sanctioning of 
posts om he social networks can lead to other disbalance. 
The principle of comprehensiveness, according to her, 
implies that the regulatory framework, laws, should also 
be upgraded with non-regulatory approaches. 

Source: CMEM

Cooperation to effectively address the problem 
with hate speech and discrimination in the media
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New Year packages full with health

The Rural Coalition and One Can made the New Year 
holidays more beautiful for 100 children from single parent 
families with New Year packages. Until this moment, this 
is quite a usual piece of holiday information; what makes 
it unusual is the contents of the packages – they are filled 
with home grown agricultural produce. 

The two organizations want to meet the needs of their 
target groups in such a way. For the Rural Coalition, this is 
an attempt to help the farmers, out of whom, as many as 
84% felt the negative effects of the Covid-19 pandemics. 
According to them, for part of the farmers, the revenues 
have dropped for 60% due to the market closure, closure 
of borders or the decreased production because of the fear 
for sales, etc. It has been even more difficult for the women 
from the rural environments who have carried a big burden 
taking care of the production and home, and in the end, 
they remained without the planned earnings from the 
sales of their products. 

The single parent families that One Can works with 
have found it difficult to manage in these crisis times. 
The decreased revenues, increased uncertainty has also 
increased the feeling of being marginalized with these 
people.  

“We have donated for the first time, this is a new part of 
our work”, said Liljana Jonoski, Executive Director of the 
Rural Coalition. “Via this donation”, she says, “we actually 
promote the local agricultural produce to the youngest 
members of the society, the children. In this way, we want 
to show them that packages can be different and full with 
health”. This undertaking is made in cooperation with the 
cooperative for organic food “Good Soil”, which made the 
packages and One Can, whose members have distributed 
them to the children. This cooperation made 100 children 
happy during the holidays. “None of this would have 
happened, if it weren’t for Civica Mobilitas support, and 
once again it has been proven that the institutional support 
is crucial for the development of any CSO”, said Jonoski. 

The two organizations which are grantees of Civica 
Mobilitas made a step forward towards a different New 
Year for all, for healthies children, for hard working farmers, 
for parents who wish their children all the best, while not 
always being able to provide it.
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EU integration will not be sufficient motivation for return of the 
emigrants

“Emptied Nest” was the title of the event organized by 
DIJALOG – Centre for Deliberative Democracy from Prilep, 
on 23 November 2020, where the study Emigrations of 
the “Independent Macedonia” Generation was promoted, 
along with an art exhibition.

The study of the authors Josipa Rizankoska, Ph.D. and 
Jasmina Trajkoska Naumoska, Ph.D. contains concerning 
data on the emigration, about the reasons and future plans 
of those who had left the country. “This is most probably 
the only empirical research so far, which covers 915 people 
surveyed – emigrants in the last three decades. The finds 
refute the current leading hypothesis that the emigrants 
mainly leave the state because of economic reasons and 
confirm the alternative hypothesis that the bad political 
climate forces the Macedonian citizens to mass emigration. 
The fact that half of the people surveyed plan to live 
outside the country forever, 63% would not return even in 
the case of eventual integration of North Macedonia in the 
European Union is a serious alarm for the course of policies 
in the country”, said d-r Rizankoska. 

This is also supported by other finds. As many as 62% of the 
people surveyed have planned their emigration in advance, 
and about 72% live with their families or partners which 
also decreases the possibility to return to the country. As 
far as the age is concerned. 82% of the people surveyed 
are at the age between 26 and 46, and a bit more than 
64% have university degrees, Master of Doctoral titles. 
The emigration started to increase in 2009, when 1.9% of 
the people surveyed emigrated, and its reached its peak in 
2018 when 14.9% of the people surveyed moved out. 64% 
of the people surveyed emigrated from 2014 to 2019.

The emigrants had not been particularly active in the 
processes of creation of local and national policies prior 
to them emigrating, generally because of the high level 
of mistrust, but also because of not knowing the work of 
the institutions. “The good governance features become 
more easily recognizable for the people moving out into 
a political system where public policies provide dignified 
life. Then one becomes aware that politics is much more 
than the political partied and that politics can make our life 
dignified or unbearable”, says d-r Trajkoska Naumoska. She 
thinks that political and civic education will teach people 
that there is huge space outside the political parties where 
one can act for the common good.

Th authors of the study think that conducting the census of 
the population is necessary to plan effective (demographic, 
social and economic) policies in the country and with 
the emigrants. Public policies should be solely based on 

analyses and proofs rather than on purely party and/or 
government interests. They recommend de-partization 
of the government institutions by introducing the merit 
system in the employment in the institutions at local 
and central level, as the basic measure to increase their 
efficiency and effectiveness. 

The “Emptied Nest” project of the visual artist Marija 
Koneska, MA was the inspiration for the research. The 
Dijalog Centre conducted these activities with the financial 
support of Civica Mobilitas. 

Civic Participation 
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Non-partisan professionals demanded for the Commission for 
Protection from Discrimination  

At the end of the year, the parliamentary Commission for 
Elections and Appointments started the hearing of 44 
applicants for members of the Commission for Prevention 
and Protection from Discrimination (KSZD). After seven 
of them are elected, the state will after a year and a half 
fill in the legal vacuum, which has left the people facing 
discrimination without protection. 

Prior to the re-adoption of the Law for Prevention and 
Protection from Discrimination, the CSOs asked the MPs 
for changes to Article 18 which, according to the procedure 
for election of KSZD should have been organized following 
the example of the one for election of members of the State 
Commission for Prevention of Corruption. Although these 
changes were not accepted, still representatives of the civil 
sector also participated in the hearing. 

The public call for election of members of KSZD was 
published on 24 November 2020, and the Network 
for Protection from Discrimination (MZD) asked the 
Parliament for a transparent and accountable procedure 
where professional, experienced and non-partisan people 
will be selected as members of the Commission. According 
to MZD, this is especially important if one takes into 
consideration the “non-transparent election of partisan 
and non-professional people for members of the past two 
mandates of the Commission”.  

The composition of KSZD should reflect the composition 
of the society as a whole, and therefore, the Network for 
Protection from Discrimination asked the Parliament 

to apply the principles of equitable representation of all 
social groups, the principle of appropriate and equitable 
representation of the members of the communities and 
gender balanced participation and selection of people 
who are in no way related to the political parties. “An 
independent Commission for Prevention and Protection 
from Discrimination is a precondition for providing legal 
security of the citizens and an international standard 
for protection from discrimination according to the 
internationally ser criteria for national institutions”, says 
the announcement of MZD.

Member of the Commission can be an elected person who 
is a citizen of RN Macedonia, has 240 credits according 
to ECTS and has a minimum of seven years working 
experience in the area of human rights, five of which in the 
area of equality and non-discrimination. At the moment of 
selection, he/she should not be prosecuted to more than 
six months imprisonment or be prohibited from working 
or conducting public duty with a valid verdict and should 
not be a holder of a political party function. 

The Law for Protection from Discrimination was adopted in 
2019 after it entered the Parliament with a European flag; 
however, in May 2020 it was cancelled by the Constitutional 
Court because it has not been adopted with the necessary 
majority of 61 votes. The MPs of the new composition of the 
Parliament of the Republic of North Macedonia re-adapted 
the Law for Prevention and Prohibition of Discrimination in 
October 2020 with 69 votes for, one abstained and no vote 
against. 
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Progress is when the discussion on the people with impaired 
mental health is moved from social welfare to involvement in 
the labour market 

How can people with impaired mental health be 
integrated in the society, create friendships, relations, 
families? How can they be able-bodied and to what extent 
does the system give them a chance to fulfil their right to 
employment, be independent and have a dignified life? 
These were the topics of discussion of professionals in the 
area of health and social welfare, as well as citizens facing 
these challenges at the panel discussion “Challenges of 
Resocialization, Reintegration and Rehabilitation of the 
People with Impaired Mental Health”, organized by the 
Association Misla on 3 December 2020.  

According to the World Health Organization, around 450 
million people in the world live with mental or neurological 
disability, and as many as two thirds of them do not seek 
medical assistance because of stigma, discrimination 
and neglect of their disability, stressed the moderator 
of the event Biljana Dukovska, introducing the people 
present into the topic. In order to overcome the stigma, it 
is necessary to include the whole society. Dimitar Ilchov, 
from Misla Association, stressed that the rehabilitation 
and resocialization processes are directed to the people 
excluded from the society and cover education, obtaining 
work skill and habits, as well as social values and way of 
behaving. However, the process of reintegration is opposite 
and it can only be successful if it has been initiated by the 
society itself and if it is accepted by the majority of the 
members of the society. 

The experts, speakers at the event especially referred 
to the reintegration process. For d-r Mirjana Jovanovska 
Stojanovska, President of the Chamber of Psychologists 
of Macedonia, when these people live in the community, 
other models of treatment, apart from the hospital 
treatment, become important. She stressed the social role 
– including social relations, work and free time, as well as 
quality of life and family relations. According to Jasmina 
Kaleovska, social worker, reintegration will enable the 
people with mental issues to function in the society and 
have quality life; however, there should be a support circle 
that will include family and friends. The psychologists 
Barbara Sadovska, President of the Foundation for Mutual 
Help “Barka” from Poland, spoke about the need of 
development of social and solidary economy which will 
employ and contribute to social reintegration of people 
with impaired metal health. She gave several examples 
from her country where the employers receive support 
from the state when they employ people with disabilities. 

The participants in the discussion concluded that the 
implementation of programs for resocialization and 
reintegration in the society of the people with more severe 
psychological conditions asks for coordinated systemic 
cooperation between the health care system and social 
services. Progress is visible because there were discussions 
at the previous meetings about how the people with 
psychiatric diseases can receive social assistance and 

benefit for being taken care of, and at this discussion it 
is talked about how these people can be included in the 
labour market and how they can get out of home. It is 
very important that the circle of support is aware of the 
problems the people with mental health conditions face 
and how these problems can be effectively resolved. Here, 
the responsibility lies with the social workers as assistants 
and organizations that work with these people, in order 
to open day care centres where they would be in an 
environment that is motivating for them and where they 
would feel accepted. 

The discussion took place in a combined manner, in the 
offices of the Citizen Resource Centre in Skopje, and on-
line with ZOOM platform and the Facebook page of Misla 
Association. This approach enabled 90 people to follow the 
discussion.

The event was supported by Civica Mobilitas program and 
it is within the project “Action for Mental Health Support”.
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Shadow report on the situation with children’s rights in 
Macedonia 

For a long time, children’s rights have been violated, disrespected, 
and the children have been sad, unhappy…

They do not express their wishes, they live in a world that is dark, 
sad, without parental care…

Certain group of children often belittles them and judges them 
because of their physical appearance.

Nobody spends time with them, they do not like them. But, all of 
this has to change!

This is part of the introductory part of the Shadow Report 
on the State of Affairs with the Children’s Rights in Mace-
donia, which carries a powerful message from the children 
to the children: “NO CHILD MUST BE DISCRIMINATED!”

The report was prepared by 13 students aged 12 to 17, from 
a number of cities in the country, under the mentorship of 
the First Children’s Embassy in the World 

“Megjashi”. They say that the mentoring of this group of 
students is of extreme significance not only for their work 
as advocates for the rights of the children, but even more 
for their dedication and practicing of the principle of par-
ticipation of the children in the decision-making processes 
which are important for them.  

The student authors presented the Report at the World 
Day of the Child, 20 November 2020. It reflected the finds 
of the research on the state of affairs with the children 
rights, with the participation of 1,077 children from North 
Macedonia, but also their personal experience and the ex-
perience of their peers. The research was made from May 
to July 2020.

According to the research, the majority of the children, i.e. 
62.8% have heard of the Convention of the Rights of the 
Child, but only 2.85% have read it. More than half of the 

children, 56.4% think that they know about their rights, 
and they are mostly informed at school, on the Internet or 
in their homes. 

The Shadow Report shows that the rights of the children, 
i.e. the right to education, play, clean environment, the 
right to their own opinion and expression are generally re-
spected, albeit not at the appropriate level. 

During the presentation of the Report the children stressed 
a number of problems such as: low quality of education, 
lack of appropriate conditions for inclusion of the children 
with disabilities in the education process, limitation of the 
free time due to comprehensive school obligations, lack of 
possibilities for inclusion in sport and cultural activities, 
especially in smaller towns and rural environments, lack of 
care for street children by the institutions, high air pollu-
tion, and other problems that have negative impact on the 
wellbeing of the children.

Children also spoke about violence, especially peer vio-
lence, presenting the results of the research that confirm 
that 10% of the children have been victims of violence 
themselves, and more than 20% know somebody who was 
a victim of violence. 

The discrimination statistics on more grounds confirms 
that 42.24% of the children have felt discriminated in some 
situation, most often because of their age, gender, finan-
cial background of their family, ethnicity. The children said 
that they have also been discriminated because of the way 
they look, their weight or skin colour, as well as the place 
where they live, their clothes or music that they listen. 

The Shadow Report on the state of affairs of the children 
has been submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child within the process of periodical reporting on 
the implementation of the Convention for the Rights of the 
Child in Macedonia.

The report, according to the children authors and children’s 
embassy Megjashi is an obligatory reading for everybody 
who takes care of the wellbeing of the children and promo-
tion of their rights taking into consideration the detailed 
analyses of the state of affairs with children’s rights in our 
country. 

“We encourage the children whose rights have been vi-
olated to call the SOS telephone!” is maybe the simplest, 
but also the most important recommendation that comes 
from this report, given to the children by the children.
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Tetovo, Gostivar, Brvenica and Vrapchishte have a high 
Multiculturalism Index 

The Association for Democratic Initiatives (ADI) from 
Gostivar has established an Index for Multiculturalism 
which can be used to follow the dynamics of interethnic 
relations in a longer term and there should be a comparison 
of the municipalities by using objective criteria. 

The research that was conducted to establish the Index 
has covered the municipalities of Tetovo, Gostivar, Brvenica 
and Vrapchishte. The total index score per municipality is 
5, and according to the research the maximum index of 
5 out of 5 with respect to multiculturalism was achieved 
by the municipalities of Tetovo and Gostivar, while the 
municipalities of Brvenica and Vrapchishte have an index 
of 4.4, i.e. 4.3. These municipalities have been taken as 
examples for specific micro environments where various 
factors: institutional, demographic, economic, historical, 
etc. influence the relations among the communities. 

“Because if this, it was a real challenge to develop a 
model that will respond to the specific features of these 
environments and it will accordingly “measure” the 
state of affairs in agreement with the capacities of the 
communities, and it will not “punish” them because of the 
circumstances that surpass their competencies”, says ADI.

The Multiculturalism Index covered four crucial themes: 
local self-government and access to public services, 
integration and building intercultural competences within 
the education system, culture, civic society and social 
cohesion. For each of the given themes, indicators were set. 
In each of the municipalities, ADI established networks of 
representatives of local CSOs and informal groups, local 
institutions and Commission for Relations among the 
Communities (KOMZ).

The publicly available information was analysed (legal 
framework, local policies, strategic documents, work 
programs, reports on budget funds, necessary reports, etc.) 
as provided by the local authorities, public institutions, 
CSOs and other stakeholders. With respect to the data 
on the demographic structure of the population in the 
target municipalities, data of the State Statistical Office 
were used. Apart from this, there were in-depth interviews 
with representatives of a number of institutions, and part 
of the data was collected via a questionnaire intended for 
relevant stakeholders from the four municipalities. 

Almost everybody included in the research stresses that 
there is a peaceful cohabitation in the municipalities, bit 
there is an evident need for continuous work on improving 
the interethnic relations. Multiculturalism as a concept 
should be taken into consideration in the building of the 
local policies and issues that seemingly do not directly 
concerns the relations among the communities. 

In the area of education, it is necessary to abandon 
the practice of educational segregation, a step which 
already functions successfully in several schools in the 
municipalities. In the area of culture, strengthening the 
cooperation among the local authorities, local civil sector 
and the institutions in the area of culture would provide 
improvement of quantity and quality of the different 
communities.

ADI has established the Index of Multiculturalism as part of 
the project “Local Multiculturalism Networks”, supported 
by Civica Mobilitas. 
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Polarised political discourse weakens the political dialogue 

The analysis “Polarizing discourse and the impact on 
political and social polarization in the Macedonian society” 
aims to show the level or polarization and the effects on 
the policy creation process and social polarization.

The analysis was implemented by the team of the Institute 
for Social Sciences and Humanities – Skopje (ISSH), one 
of the rare organizations that seriously works on the 
polarizing discourse as a topic in the society where the 
political narrative has the main word. 

Ana Blazheva from ISSH explains that the research tries 
to show in which way speech can contribute to deepening 
and expanding the phenomenon of polarization, in the 
broadest sense understood as opposed views on certain 
political and social issues and policies that are exclusive 
and unreconcilable, and research the effects of the political 
discourse of the parties, how it spills over into the public 
speech in the social networks and how it affects the deeper 
social polarization. 

The focus of the analysis is the predominant political 
discourse between the two predominantly ethnically 
Macedonian political blocks VMRO-DOMNE and SDSM. 
This line of division has been selected as the dominant axis 
of the political polarization which sets and then influences 
the social polarization with respect to other political and 
social themes and issues. 

“Our analysis of the official discourses of the parties 
showed that they constantly insist on this type of political 
polarization, i.e. the discourses of the parties are always 
“we” who are always the real people, real patriots or 
real moral and virtuous citizens, as opposed to “them” 
who are projects are demonized with various potential 
negative features and experienced as a threat. With such 
a discourse the political parties not only enable the social 
polarization, but they in a way deepen the gap and allow 
that such a polarizing practice is used 
in the public speech, which, on its side, 
most radically can be followed via hate 
speech on the social networks and 
media”, says Blazheva. 

The effects of the polarizing discourse 
have been analysed via the hate 
speech which is most present on the 
social networks among the opponents 
of the Prespa Agreement, Law on 
Languages and Agreement with 
Bulgaria. The speech of support or 
flattering to the leader is seen with the 
followers and supporters of the leader 
of the ruling party. These are the 
elements that indicate the existence 
of party clientelism which has an 

additional negative impact on the democratic capacities 
of the institutions and the society. These processes lead to 
an increased feeling of insecurity and fear which are then 
articulated via the party discourses through the polarizing 
approach. 

The analysis shows that the polarizing discourse has 
a strong affective component, i.e. the existence of the 
feeling of fear, rage, hate and shame which shape the 
public speech which often has hate speech. Part of the 
public personalities also get involved in the shaping of 
the polarizing discourse – columnists, intellectuals and 
journalists. This practice should leave the professional 
media contents, as well as the non-critical spreading of 
hate speech or polarizing speech which can stimulate hate 
speech. It is necessary to build media policies which would 
promote the culture of dialogue and democratic polemics, 
by respecting the crucial journalistic rule – to also hear the 
voice of the other side. 

It is of crucial importance to change the existing legal 
regulation which makes it more difficult and disables that 
the citizens are more involved in the decision-making 
process, with a single goal to demonopolize the pollical 
sphere with respect to the existing political parties, which 
clearly stimulate the polarization and rely on it in their 
political actions. This will bring us a step closer to the “goal” 
that the citizens are informed via campaigns when crucial 
political decisions are made, which deeply concern most 
of the citizens, and in the policy creation there should be 
“alliances above the parties” which would address the 
social issues that concern the citizens outside the narrow 
party interests. 

Gordan Georgiev, the project coordinator, stressed that 
the goal of this analysis is to constantly keep this topic 

open, because it is important for the 
citizens and the public to take into 
consideration certain practical and 
moral dilemmas in order to deal 
with the existing radically polarizing 
discourse. 

The analysis is part of the project 
activities implemented within 
the project “Social Normalization: 
Strengthening the Political Dialogue 
and Depolarization of the Public 
Discourse”, implemented by the team 
of the Institute for Social Sciences and 
Humanities – Skopje, supported by 
Civica Mobilitas programme.

The complete analysis can be read 
HERE.

http://www.isshs.edu.mk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BA%D1%83%D1%80%D1%81-%D0%B8-%D0%B2%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%B8-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0-%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%88%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE.pdf
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The model for decriminalization of drug use should be prepared 
by the institutions, CSOs and experts 

Decriminalization of the usage of drugs, but only via a 
model that will be created by including the real experts 
and provide control of the use but also programs for help, 
support and resocialization of the users and addicts, as well 
as de-stigmatization of the society on these issues, said the 
participants of the international Conference on Models 
for Drugs Regulation, held on 18 and 19 November 2020, 
organized by Margini Coalition and HOPS – options for 
healthy life. 

The international conference gathered on one spot 
international and local experts and practitioners from the 
Public Prosecution, police, health care, social policy, CSOs 
and participants of various backgrounds related to drug 
regulation. 

The Minister of Health Venko Filipche said at the opening 
of the conference that decriminalization if a very complex 
issue, which will only be successful via an inclusive process 
of all institutions, CSOs and real experts, i.e. there will be 
control of the consumption, the system of sanctioning 
will be channelled and, in the end, there will be an 
implementable solution. 

According to the organizers of the Conference, the 
prohibitionist and repressive model of punishment for 
usage of drugs has not given result in any country when 
it comes to decreasing the usage of drugs, but also in 
decreasing the drug trade; on the contrary, this model has 
a significant impact on the violation of the rights of the 
individuals, it creates clear public health problems and 
increases the economic costs of the states. Because of this, 
they think. It is necessary to decriminalize the use of drugs 
and their possession for personal use, which is clearly and 
publicly supported by the representatives of the executive 
power, but also by the practitioners who are directly 
involved in the execution of laws.  

The Minister of Justice Bojan Marichik thinks that it is 
good that a debate has been open on this issue and that 
its quality regulation can bring more advantages for the 
country. Minister Marichik also stressed that it is important 
that the laws that are adopted for regulation of this issue 
are implemented in the practice without exception 
so that there is no danger that everybody interprets 
decriminalization in their own way. 

The decriminalization models for the usage of drugs 
in Portugal, the Netherlands, the Czech Republic and 
the city of Frankfurt in Germany were presented at the 
international conference, as well as the reasons why these 
countries decided for decriminalization and the impact 
that their process had on providing effective and humane 
policy on drugs. 

According to Vlatko Dekov, HOPS expert on drug policies, 
the key results of the Portuguese model are: decrease of 
the use of drugs with the general population aged 15 to 
64, decreasing the number of problematic drug users and 
increased number of requests for treatment and decrease 
of the death rate related to drug abuse from 369 cases in 
1999 to 30 cases in 2016, decreasing the number of prisoners 
for drug related crimes from 44% in 1999 to 15% in 2018 
and decreasing the stigma to the people using drugs. 

The Portuguese model is based on the assumption that the 
people using drugs are citizens who need support and help 
from health and social aspect and it offers health and social 
policies for respecting human rights, adds Dekov.  

The Minister of Labour and Social Policy, Jagoda Shahpaska 
spoke about the policies and programs of MLSP when it 
comes to support and activities for drug users, practice that 
should be upgraded to help with the social and economic 
inclusion of these citizens. 

Decriminalization of the drug use and decriminalization 
of the drug possession for personal use is not legalization 
of drugs as illegal substances, but rather removing 
persecution and stigma of the people who use or are 
dependent of drugs, concluded the participants of the 
Conference.

Taking into consideration the complexity of the process, 
the organizers believe that this international conference 
will be the starting point for the legislation change, for 
change in the practice and start of the process for creation 
and establishment of an appropriate national model for 
decriminalization of drug use and possession for personal 
usage. 
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Civic Engagement

LEGIS presents the united 
citizens that build the society 

“Believe me, you will feel better when you volunteer, when 
you help the others without any benefit!” - this is the 
message of Sanela Kachiku-Karishik to those who have 
not experienced volunteering yet. She is part of the digital 
campaign United Citizens Build the Society started by 
Legis CSO on the International Day of Human Rights, 10 
December.

In her short video story Sanela says that her biggest 
motivation is the happiness of the children and people 
in general whom she helps. “Volunteering has given me 
additional energy, in this, let me call it, black society”, 
she says. Sanela is an economist by education, and she 
works as an accountant. She has learned to sew during her 
studies and now, at the pandemics time, she has decided 
to use her hobby. “I started to sew masks for the socially 
vulnerable groups. I hope that I have saved something of 
their home budget, especially in the beginning, when the 
masks were quite expensive”, she says. She comes from 
Edu Nisa organization, and she also volunteers in Legis. 
“Each individual should feel social responsibility to socially 
vulnerable people”, says Sanela. 

“The campaign is made of short video stories on people 
who, in pandemics volunteered and help many people 
producing and sharing masks, food, medical supplies, 
stand for clean environment, i.e. build a better joint future”, 
say people at Legis. It should also present the public with 
the people who give big contribution to building bridges 
among the citizens and whose personal values can be used 
as inspiration to the whole society.

The campaign will last for two months, and apart from the 
video stories, there will also be written positive examples. 
Legis, as a CSO that provides humanitarian and legal 
assistance to people at social risk and in great poverty, 
to refugees and people in migration, implements this 
campaign as part of the institutional grant provided by 
Civica Mobilitas. 

The citizens celebrated the 
end of 2020 with donations 
and positive energy 

On 29 December 2020, the association Konekt started a 
donor circle under the motto “Donating Is Love”, where 
15o citizens joint on-line to donate smartly for three 
organizations. Sending a message of solidarity, they 
celebrated the end of 2020 with hope and positive energy 
for a better next year. More than 60 citizens donated MKD 
445,000 for initiatives that promote the wellbeing of the 
citizens and communities in a long term, and the support 
grows on daily basis. The companies Pivara Skopje, Tinex 
and EVN jointed the event, generously joining their 
donations with the donations of the citizens. 

“The donor circle is a community of citizens who donate 
not only for humanitarian purposes, but also to achieve 
a long-term change in our communities. The pandemics 
has made us think about the values and priorities that we 
have as citizens and as a society. It indicated the necessity 
of solidarity and that we can only jointly build a better 
tomorrow. And these are the values that we cherish in the 
donor circle”, said Nikica Kusinikova, the Executive Director 
of Konekt.

At the event the people present donated to three credible 
organizations that deserved the support of the members of 
the donor circle: Einstein Dyslexia Association from Skopje 
for introduction of Neuro-Balance, a program for children 
with dyslexia that will enable them to read without 
problems; Rural Coalition CSO from Kumanovo for the 
opening of the first on-line market of agricultural produce 
that enabled 200-300 women farmers and their families 
to generate some income, and the citizens healthy food 
available to all; Voluntary Firefighting Society from Sveti 
Nikole which has extinguished more than 300 fires in the 
last years, to build a garage for the firefighting vehicles and 
continue to save our lives and homes. 

The event showed that the funds that every individual 
can donate are a powerful tool when they are channelled 
together. The joint donations help in real solution to the 
problems, and not only in fixing the pressing issues in the 
society. Konekt thanks all citizens and companies that 
donated and supported the donor circle. In the coming 
period, Konekt will sign a donation agreement with the 
CSOs and will follow their work, and it will maintain regular 
communication with the donors and inform them on the 
implementation of their donation.

Until the next event, all interested donors and citizens 
are asked to join the donor circle, ask advice directly from 
Konekt or at konekt@konekt.org.mk on where to invest 
their donation smartly. The donor circle is supported by 
Civica Mobilitas Program which supports the annual work 
plan of Konekt.
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With business ideas to developing eco-tourism in Mavrovo and 
Rostushe

Seven business plans arrived at the call of the Association 
for Environment and Promotion of Culture and Sports 
from Rostushe – ZEUKTSTRION, which was open until 20 
December 2020. According to Fadil Dzilo, the call on Eco 
tourism is an encouragement for the young people from 
the municipality of Mavrovo and Rostusha who want to 
have a feedback on their business idea and assistance to 
implement the first steps in their potential business.

“Priority is given to the participants of the three workshops 
on business plan development and basis of eco-tourism”, 
said Fadil Dzilo, “but we encourage everybody else who 
have interesting ideas to also join us and send their 
opinion”, he added. 

The previously held workshops covered young people 
aged 15 to 29 who had the possibility to learn more about 
eco-tourism and adventure tourism, as well as to prepare 
business plans on these topics. Apart from the introduction 
on what eco-tourism is, the participants also analysed the 
municipality as an important location for development 
of eco-tourism in the region. They had the opportunity to 
see part of the possible eco destinations in the field. At the 
business plan workshop, the participants learned the basic 
elements that would help them implement their ideas. 

The project The Young for Mavrovo is the first and only 
initiative in the municipality which puts the young in 
the focus. The motivation of ZEUKTSTRION members is 
to turn the attention of the young from the region to the 
possibilities for business development and innovative 
solutions that will develop eco-tourism. In this way, they 
would help the young to discover their potential and the 
potential of their birth place. They hope that in this way 
the number of those who move out from this region will be 
decreased. Although some studies of smaller and bigger 
eco events have shown capacities to attract a big number 
of young people to work more engaged on their future 
by creating innovative solutions, the Association is not 
satisfied because the country allocates little or no funds for 
eco initiatives which can bring real changes for the young 
people in the country. The development of eco-tourism is 
a logical choice if one takes into consideration that 80% 
of the municipality is at the territory of Mavrovo national 
park. 

Apart from Mavrovo and Rostushe, the project also covers 
Lazaropole and Galichnik, as part of the national eco-
tourism offer for the next years. 

The Young for Mavrovo project is financially supported by 
Civica Mobilitas. 
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Enabling Environment

The professionalization of the on-line sector has to continue 

On 11 November, the Onlimit Media organization with the 
support of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia 
(ZNM) organized a webinar on Forms and Ways of Self-
Organizing of On-Line Media.

The speakers at the event were Mladen Chadikovski, 
President of ZNM, d-r Snezhana Trpevska from RESIS 
Institute and Benjamin Arifi, journalist. The webinar was 
followed by twenty media representatives and CSOs, 
mainly working in the area of human rights protection. 

“We have to work more on the basic goal, recognizing the 
professional media as opposed to the other, which care 
about standards, by the business community. It is not 
good for non-professional media to take the market of the 
professional ones and the business has to understand it, 
the responsibility of the companies if huge, we will work 
on this”, said Mladen Chadikovski, the President of ZNM, 
in his address. Chadikovski added that Promedia.mk is an 
excellent comprehensive register of professional on-line 
media, with the membership of more than 130 media, 
stressing that it is necessary to pay more attention to the 
role that Promedia has in the society. 

Promedia is a register of professional on-line media, first 
established at the end of 2019, by ZNM and the Council 
of Ethics in the Media of Macedonia. The creation of the 
register was made in coordination with the Chamber of 
Commerce of Macedonia. 

In her address at the webinar, d-r Trpevska spoke about 
the dilemma regulation or self-regulation of the on-line 
media, which, according to her, does not exist. “They are 
subject both of legal regulation and self-regulation. But, 
when one says regulation here, we do not think of media 
regulation, but rather of other legal regulations, such as 
the Penal Code, Law on Protection of Personal Data, Law on 
Copy Right and Related Rights. Law on Civil Responsibility 
for Slander and Offence and other laws, which are of course 
apply to on-line media”, said d-r Trpevska, stressing that the 
same pertains to the regulations that define their business 
activity as entities, i.e. registration, financial work etc. The 
contents published by on-line media, according to d-r 
Trpevska should be subject to self-regulation, ethical codes 
and professional journalism rights. “It is of great importance 
to continue the initiative for professionalization of on-line 
sector, started with the establishment of the Register of 
Professional On-Line Media. This is the best way to preserve 
the freedom of expression and at the same time raise the 

ethical standards in on-line journalism”, said she. 

The journalist Arifi spoke about the most frequent 
challenges of the journalists who work in the on-line 
media, stressing the image, confidence and influence in 
the broader public as bigger challenges for the professional 
on-line media. “Unfortunately, the on-line space is used by 
propaganda amplifiers who damage the confidence of the 
on-line media as a whole”, added Arifi. 

During the discussion, some of the participants shared real 
situations that they face working in an on-line medium. 
The hacker attacks on their media, specifically web pages 
and social media are frequent problem for the journalists 
for which they have not been supported by the institutions 
in charge. Part of them also stressed the problems with 
unauthorized usage of contents: texts and photographs, 
lawsuits for them, as well as the pressure by public 
personalities. 

Taking into consideration the views of the experts 
and the representatives of the media and CSOs, it was 
concluded that the debates between the journalists and 
CSO representatives on topics related to the promotion of 
professionalism of media are important, but also the non-
selective implementation of the laws, because in such a 
way there is awareness raising on the local media context 
on what the challenges are where those that bring changes 
should be focused on. 

The goal of the webinar was to give overview of the current 
self-regulation mechanisms in our country, which pertain 
to the on-line media and comparative legal aspects related 
to the work of these media in North Macedonia and the 
other EU countries. 

The Onlimit Media is an institutional grantee of Civica 
Mobilitas. 
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Overcoming the crisis situation will be easier if we are together
CSOs are prepared to help the institutions in their fight 
against the pandemics. This help, they think, should be 
systematics, adjusted to the needs of the citizens and 
channelled via the Centre for Crisis Management to the 
appropriate institutions. This was the main conclusion 
reached by the seventy representatives of the same 
number of CSOs who discussed on jointly contributing to 
overcoming the crisis caused by Covid-19. The discussion 
was led during the Civica Mobilitas thematic forum that 
took place on 30 November via ZOOM platform.

Led by the experience built at their everyday work in the 
field, the activists spoke about what the needs of the 
citizens and the challenges that they had faced. “There is a 
general belief that the people are well informed, but in the 
field the things are not like that”, said Zage FIlipovski, who 
supported the municipal headquarters for protection and 
rescue of the municipality of Karposh with the organization 
Centre for Good Governance and Integrity – Hub. According 
to him, there is work to be done when it comes to the citizen 
awareness, but also the practices of the municipalities and 
institutions, which sometimes, led by the need to create a 
positive image, undertake activities which are not helpful 
in dealing with pandemics. Lack of information. Lack of 
information and presence of misinformation was also 
stressed by Kristina Naceva from Polio Plus, as a problem 
that especially concerns the people with disabilities. “It is 
difficult to work in the field”, stressed Lulzim Haziri from 
the Association for Democratic Initiative from Gostivar. 
He said that the people who had contracted Covid-19 were 
often stigmatized or ignored by the community. “We need 
to build awareness about living in this situation, awareness 
without prejudices”, added Haziri. Dushko Hristov from 
the Food Bank spoke about the basic needs of the citizens. 

“We supply food on daily basis to the vulnerable categories 
of citizens and there is more and more need of such help”, 
he said. Taking into consideration the risks when it comes 
to citizens who are positive for Covid-19, Hristov stressed 
that the organization had provided an equipped vehicle 
for such purpose which can be used by other institutions as 
well.

The participants in the discussion stressed a number 
of other needs of their target groups, such as the ones 
related with the educational process, especially with the 
children with disabilities and the children from rural areas, 
provision of medical therapies for chronically ill dealing 
with increased domestic violence, need for psychological 
support, etc. They concluded that the pandemics had made 
the problems more visible, while they had been present 
before as well. 

The people present agreed that the activities should 
continue and be expanded, especially if one takes into 
consideration the increased needs in the field. Therefore, 
the question if it was time to ask the donors for new support 
of the activities related to Covid-19 was also unavoidable. 
This is especially important if one takes into consideration 
that since the beginning of the crisis in March this year, 
a number of CSOs, within their possibilities, had made 
adjustments in the activities to meet the needs of their 
constituencies. Now, a big part of the support that they had 
was completed or close to its completion.

With new support or without it, CSOs are here to offer 
their knowledge, experience, skills, good relations with the 
citizens and help the institutions deal with the pandemics, 
as partners, because it is to everybody’s benefit, most of all 
the citizens’.
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Improving the exchange of information between csos and the 
main headquarters for crisis management

“When dealing with this pandemic, two moments are very 
important: the intensive cooperation and communication 
with all stakeholders and the frequent communication 
with the public to deal with the challenges of spreading 
fake news, give precise information and listen to the 
feedback”, said the Minster of Health d-r Venko Filipche in 
his introductory statement at the Civica Mobilitas Thematic 
Forum on “Dealing the Crisis with (In)Sufficient Resources”.

The Director of the Crisis Management Centre, Stojanche 
Angelov, spoke about two aspects in the cooperation with 
the CSOs: public awareness raising and supervision and 
control of the policies. “We expect that the civil sector 
contributes even more on these issues by making the 
citizens more information, which should contribute to 
better prevention in the fight against the pandemics”, he 
added.

For Zoran Drangovski from the Macedonian Association 
of Young Lawyers, one of the representatives of the civil 
sector in the Main Headquarters for Crisis Management, it 
is crucial that the institutions know what the CSOs work so 
that they know the capacities and resources that they have.

CSOs, mostly Civica Mobilitas grantees presented the 
conclusions and recommendations from the previous 
meeting to the representatives of the institutions and 
at today’s meeting they once again stressed part of the 
burning issues, such as the access to information, access 

to services, treatment of people with disabilities and other 
vulnerable categories, etc. The participants were interested 
in whether the institutions planned any preparatory 
activities for the vaccination process, i.e. how the citizens 
will be informed, which citizens will have the priority and 
how they will deal with the challenges of the process.

Speaking about the cooperation with the CSOs, Filipche 
stressed a number of good examples even before the 
crisis and he said: “We want to make legal changes with 
which we would increase the competencies of the CSOs 
and use their capacities. They have the know-how, a 
good communication with the beneficiaries, appropriate 
resources that could be helpful”, and he added that a policy 
can be implemented only if it serves the group for which it 
is intended. “It is of special importance that this group is 
involved in the policy creation”, said the Minister.

Drangovski stressed that they would insist on a better 
flow of information from the Main Crisis Headquarters 
to the public and that they would ask for a way of direct 
communication via which the CSO representatives would 
transfer the information to the public. In this direction, 
the conclusions of this forum will be presented at the 
first meeting of the Main Crisis Headquarters, as early as 
Monday, 21 December 2020.

The debate was followed by around 200 citizens, part on 
Zoom platform and part via the livestream on Facebook.
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