
CITIZENS FOR CHANGE
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2020   //   CIVICAMOBILITAS.MK NEWSLETTER NR.6 



The first autumn months brought new preoccupations, 
but the most serious one – Covid-19, remained and 
grew. The world continued to function in extraordinary 
circumstances, counting new people infected with 
Corona virus, healed, but unfortunately also casualties. 

CSOs also functioned under the pressure of the bigger 
and bigger number of infected. Part of them from home, 
part from their offices, and part in the field. Everything 
that could be moved on-line was moved; the other work, 
in changed circumstances, following all precaution 
measures, took place live.

In this period, Civica Mobilitas decided, at least for a short 
while, to return to the old practice of holding events live. 
Of course, they were far from what we had been used 
to, but still a small change to the on-line “experience” 
that had become our everyday. Because of the health 
protection protocols, the usual noise at the Networking 
Event was not there, we had to limit the participation 
at the National Forum to only one representative per 
organization, check the temperature of everybody who 
had come, wear masks and sit at 1.5-2 meters distance. 
Because of the location of the festival, in the Skopje City 
Park, in the open air. We did not limit the number of 
participants, but we did limit the open space so that we 
could make all the necessary checks and make sure that 
all health authorities’ measures would be respected. It 
was not the same as before, but it was a real refreshment 
to see the colleagues and collaborators live, to interest 
those who had decided to spend that day in the park, show 
that we can function in these changed conditions, that we 
are resilient, flexible, ready to help where needed. 

This issue of Citizens for Change also contains a big 
number of texts related to CSO activities. Trying to provide 
bigger civic participation and help the institutions face 
the facts and based on them devise their policies; CSOs 
have been researching different topics. On these pages, 
you will find seven researches and analyses presented 

in reports or public policy documents. The focus was on a 
number of topics, such as on-line classes, state of affairs 
with children’s rights, domestic violence, corruption 
risks in public procurement of the enterprises owned by 
the government and municipalities, the situation with 
Shar Mountain. Apart from this, CSOs have analysed the 
excessive duration of shortened court procedures, as well 
as the European Commission Report on North Macedonia. 
The Corona crisis has not prevented civic engagement 
and cooperation of the CSOs; on the contrary, in some 
cases it has strengthened it. 14 organizations have 
organised the humanitarian action called “Feed 10,000” 
and the Red Cross of the City of Skopje has provided 80 
packages of food and protection and disinfection means 
for the homeless. The Food Bank and Rural Coalition 
have opened the discussion for donating the surplus of 
agricultural produce, and Righteous and Professional 
have continued to remind the authorities and public 
about the deserted facilities owned by the state. 

In order to provide continuity in their work with the 
children with disabilities, “Open the Windows” in 
partnership with UNICEF and the Ministry of Labor and 
Social Policy has created the platform which provides 
individualized education of children with disabilities. 
The Centre for Disabilities “Prkos” has promoted the 
book “One of My Days”, a must reading for everybody.

It will not be easier in the months to come, but we have 
shown that we can adjust and… we moved on. And what 
other choice do we have?

Have a pleasant reading!

Gonce Jakovlevska 
Civica Mobilitas National 

 Coordinator for ICO

AND… WE MOVED ON
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All for Fair Trials coalition has prepared the document 
“Long Way to Justice in a Shortened Procedure” which 
gives an overview of the legal framework of the shortened 
procedure in the Republic of North Macedonia. Via 
practical examples, the Coalition indicates the excessive 
duration of the shortened procedures, which are not in 
accordance with the goal of introduction of the shortened 
procedure, and it also stresses the inertness of the courts 
and poor management of the dynamics of the scheduled 
court hearings in the shortened procedures.

Some of the examples mentioned was the case of Tamara 
where there are 12 people accused, who were members of 
the first instance and second instance commission of the 
Health Insurance Fund, as well as the director of the Health 
Insurance Funds (FZOM), who had decided on covering 
the expenditures for the medical treatment of Tamara 
Dimkovska who had a rare disease. So far, 12 hearings on 
this case have been postponed. Still, despite the fact that 
there have been 14 hearings held, there is still no verdict, 
which leads to the question if this is a consequence of the 
complexity of the case or the poor management by the 
court.

Another example is the “Mariglen” case where the person 
Mariglen Demiri has been accused of demolishing the 
Open Office of the President Gjorgje Ivanov during the 
Multicolored Revolution protests in 2016. Since 2018 until 
now there has been only one hearing and the remaining 13 
have been postponed.

“In this case, it is surprising that in the period of 4 years 
there has been a relatively small number of hearings, all 
scheduled in a longer timeframe until the next scheduled 
hearing, which is something contradictory to the fact 
that the case is registered to be followed in a shortened 
procedure. The Public Prosecutor was absent at nine of the 
hearings for the main discussion, and the reason for this at 
several hearings was the fact that the prosecutors had been 
busy and they could not appear at the hearings”, says the 
document. 

The “Violence at the Municipality of Centar” case has 
been initiated by the Special Public Prosecution against 
14 persons, among whom is the former Prime Minister 
Nikola Gruevski. The first hearing on this case took place in 
2016, and the verdict was made after the official closing of 
this public prosecution on 29 September 2020. Instead of 
ending in one hearing, as the regulations of the shortened 
procedure ideally state, only in 2019 there were 40 hearing 
on this case, 17 of which were postponed, and 23 held.

The Coalition states that the importance of implementing 
the justice without postponing which could endanger its 
efficiency and credibility is of paramount importance for 
each functional legal system. As stated in a number of 
international documents, trial in a reasonable time is a 
principle that should be constantly respected by the courts, 
which should not be constantly “reminded” by the media 
and CSOs that the procedures that they are implementing 
take too long and last for excessive time.

Belated Justice Is Also Injustice
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Challenges of On-Line Classes in the Primary Schools

Metamorphosis foundation has conducted a research on 
determining the situation and challenges for conducting 
classes in the primary schools. As a consequence of the 
crisis, the quality of education has dropped in the past 
period for the primary school students, but also for all 
students equally. Part of them have not been able to follow 
the on-line classes at all, while the teachers and school 
management have been forced to literally “overnight” 
start with activities for which (in most of the cases) they 
had never been trained. Apart from the technical aspects, 
the pedagogical aspects have also been neglected in the 
on-line classes, which has resulted in dissatisfaction with 
the process with all parties involved, especially with the 
students as the final beneficiaries. 

The data of the report are a result of the conducted survey 
which is intended for the teachers, management and 
the professional services of the primary schools, as well 
as the three separate focus groups with their teachers, 
management and parents of the primary school students. 

The main problem that occurred even before the start of the 
new school year 2020/21, seen from a purely technological 
aspect is the situation with the technical equipment, 
first of all laptops and computers, necessary to hold the 
mandatory on-line classes. 

In most of the cases (84.9%), the teachers use private 
e-mail addresses for the official communication. This is 
problematics from a number of aspects, especially in view 
of personal data protection of the students, who are minors 
in primary education. Additionally, almost one third of 
the teachers (31.6%) stated that they only had the school 
internet on their mobile phones. Unfortunately, there are 
also locations where the schools do not offer any Internet 
access, which questions the complete process of on-line 
teaching for these students. 

In many families with more children at school age, the 
problem is also “sharing” of technical equipment (laptop, 
computer), i.e. the most usual situation was that only one 
of the students could follow the classes live. Apart from this, 
it often happened that the parents themselves followed to 
classes or hold classes at home with their children. i.e. they 
had the role of “substitute teachers”. 

Almost all participants in the research (88.9%) agree 
that in order to have successful conduct of efficient on-
line classes, one should change the usual methods in the 
teaching. In other words, the current practice should be 
thoroughly reformed.

Link to the report

https://metamorphosis.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/oor_istrazuvanje_2020.pdf
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Domestic Violence Is not a Private Affair, but an Offence 
Punishable by Law

The results of the recently conducted research of “Cherenja” 
Roma association from Shtip entitled “Be Brave, Do not 
Keep Silent about Domestic Violence”, are grim. They 
indicate an alarming situation at a number of levels which 
demands action by various social structures.

One of the key problems that are detected in the research 
report is the early marriages of the Roma women who are 
part of the survey. More than half of the people surveyed 
(53%) have married at the age between 14 and 17. Only 
one of the women surveyed stated that she had married 
after turning 25. This is probably the reason for the low 
education background of the women surveyed. With their 
early marriages, they did not have the time or possibility 
to complete their education. A confirmation of this is the 
fact that 54% of the people surveyed have no education 
at all or have not completed their primary education. The 
lack of education further disables them from finding a 
job and having their personal income that would increase 
their economic independence. Almost 39% of them are 
employed and their personal income is mostly between 
MKD 5,000-20,000 (60%), while 38% have no income at 
all. In such conditions, it might not be a surprise that as 
many as 80% of the women surveyed stated that they had 
been victims of domestic violence. 

As the author of the report, Sanja Mijalkova Sudiklieva 
concludes, with a big number of the women, domestic 
violence has been a longer term psychological harassment, 
humiliation and physical violence. Unfortunately, most 
of the victims, i.e. 74% of them had not done anything on 

domestic violence. The few women who did react reported 
it (8%) to the Ministry of Interior (MoI), CSO (4%) or asked 
for a lawyer assistance (1%). As far as the perpetrator is 
concerned, in 88% of the cases it is the husband, and in 5% 
it is some of the parents. Three quarters of the perpetrators 
are aged 20-40. As far as the frequency of violence is 
concerned, more than half of the women that responded 
(54%) had faced domestic violence every day or once to 
twice per week.

Although there is a big percentage (48%) of those who 
said that they had not been familiar, i.e. that they had no 
knowledge of the legal regulations related to domestic 
violence, it is still encouraging that 46% said that they had 
detailed or basic knowledge from this area. It is important 
to talk about domestic violence against women and girls, it 
is important to overcome the belief that domestic violence 
is a private affair. This is the goal of “Cherenja” as a grantee 
of Civica Mobiltas, to go a step further with this research, 
so that once violence is detected, it is analysed, an 
institutional response is obtained and in the final instance, 
it contributed to decreasing the violence against women in 
the Roma community. 

The survey was conducted by “Cherenja” Roma association 
from Shtip and it is the first research of this kind in the 
municipality. The survey was conducted via face-to-face 
interviews by trained and experienced survey takers. 
The sample was 149 women aged 14-55 living in the 
municipality of Shtip. 
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Report on the Shar Mountain Situation

The Balkan Institute for Regional Cooperation (BIRS) 
has prepared an extensive report on the Shar Mountain 
situation, which is the basis for promotion of other activities 
to raise the awareness on proclaiming this mountain a 
national park, but also about the protection of nature as a 
civic obligation. 

Most of the citizens involved in the research expressed their 
concern about the current situation on the Shar Mountain 
due to the continuous damages or destruction of nature by 
man. The citizens that have been surveyed have expressed 
serious concerns about the lack of institutional protection 
from destruction of the Shar Mountain, especially the 
tourist centers, picnic areas, water, trees and roads. 

Most of the people surveyed (80%) support the initiatives 
to proclaim the Shar Mountain a national park, stressing 
this as the best way to protect the natural resources at this 
mountain.

Some of the people surveyed expressed their reserves due to 
the lack of precise information on what the announcement 

for proclaiming the mountain where their place of 
residence is would bring. Therefore, a significant part of 
the people surveyed asked for additional investments by 
the intuitions in order for this project to succeed. Small 
part of the citizens surveyed stated that proclaiming the 
Shar Mountain a national park is neither needed nor useful 
for the citizens of the villages in the region. 

The report recommends that it is necessary to adopt the 
law for proclaiming the Shar Mountain a protected area 
and turning it into a national park as soon as possible, 
thus adopting long-term strategies for promoting 
eco-tourism, but also preserving the nature. It is also 
necessary to establish a joint body, which would include 
representatives of the civil society, local self-government 
and central government, in order to structure and adjust 
the activities for a more efficient process of proclaiming 
the Shar Mountain a national park

https://b-irc.org/mk/%d1%88%d0%b0%d1%80-%d0%bf%d0%bb%d0%b0%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%b5%d1%93%d1%83-%d0%b7%d0%b0%d1%88%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%82%d0%b0%d1%82%d0%b0-%d0%b8-%d1%83%d0%bd%d0%b8%d1%88/
https://b-irc.org/mk/%d1%88%d0%b0%d1%80-%d0%bf%d0%bb%d0%b0%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%b5%d1%93%d1%83-%d0%b7%d0%b0%d1%88%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%82%d0%b0%d1%82%d0%b0-%d0%b8-%d1%83%d0%bd%d0%b8%d1%88/
https://b-irc.org/mk/%d1%88%d0%b0%d1%80-%d0%bf%d0%bb%d0%b0%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%b5%d1%93%d1%83-%d0%b7%d0%b0%d1%88%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%82%d0%b0%d1%82%d0%b0-%d0%b8-%d1%83%d0%bd%d0%b8%d1%88/
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Corruption in the Environment Asks for Systematic Solution 

“What we miss is organized systematic persecution of 
corruption at all levels”, said Slagjana Taseva, the President 
of “Transparency International” during the “Green 
Institute” conference, entitled “Corruption in Environment. 
How to Recognize It and How to Act?”. Taseva spoke about 
how one can predict the risk of corruption when planning 
and implementing infrastructural projects. According to 
her, at the moment, there is no citizen in the country who 
does not relate pollution and lack of proper landfills with 
corruption. 

According to Maja Morachanin, an MP and President of 
DOM political party, most usual areas for corruption in 
environment are forestry, water supply, issuing the licenses 
for exploitation of natural resources, energy and mining. 
Speaking of how politics can contribute to the fight against 
corruption in the environment, she reminded of the 
existing regulations for fighting corruption and the bodies 
that have been established, as well as the changes that lead 
to bigger transparency in politics. Also, she indicated that, 
according to numerous studies, corruption is closely related 
to the low standard, i.e. in the poor countries corruption is 
more visible and related to increased pollution. 

Vasko Todorovski from “Zelena Lupa” CSO spoke about 
the financial unviability of small water power plants and 
explained the difference between investing big funds and 
small returns, i.e. small profits. According to him, these 
activities indicate corruptive interest. 

“There are usually superficial studies, we have false 
entrance and exit data, we have data that they have no 
impact on the environment, here – the water still runs, 
there are no dried rivers, flora and fauna do not suffer 
any damages, the agriculture functions, there is watering, 
cattle breeding increases, dams increase tourism – but it is 
all on paper only. When one speaks of water power plants, 
we have information from the Regulatory Commission that 
in 2019 there were 15 million Euro granted as subsidies, 
and the small water power plants met only 2.6% of the 
necessary usage”, said Todorovski. 

The lawyer Sonja Petrushevska stressed that the 
environment everywhere in the world, and here, is being 
destroyed with legal and illegal cutting of the woods. It 
is legal because there are certain rules on quantity, but 
because of some administrative shortcomings the cutting 
is further expanded and it becomes semi-legal. “The 
reasons for the corruption in the environment everywhere 
in the world are three-fold: possibility, motive and low level 
of probability to be caught. Because we are a developing 
country, we have already implemented all three aspects in 
some way”, says Petrushevska.

The “Green Institute” organized the conference on-
line, with the support of the Bureau de Heling from the 
Netherlands. 
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One Third of the Public Enterprises Have Not Issued a Public 
Procurement Call

The Centre for Civic Communications (CCC) has published 
their research “Mapping the Risks of Corruption in the 
Public Procurements of the Enterprises Owned by the 
Government and Municipalities”. The corruption risks 
have been mapped based on the in-depth monitoring of 
the tenders of 37 shareholding companies and enterprises 
established by the government, City of Skopje and the 
municipalities of Kavadarci, Gostivar and Struga. In 
2019, these enterprises concluded contracts for public 
enterprises worth 247 million Euro, which is 27% of the 
total public procurements in the country. 

With 16 of the 37 enterprises, the implementation of the 
public procurement plans was 50% lower. The highest 
level of implementation of plans was 95% with MIA 
share holding company, and the lower was Water Supply 
shareholding company with only 1%. 

With almost one third of them, the concentration of the 
procurement with only one company was 40% bigger. 
Based on the value of the contracts, the biggest share of one 
company was with Electrical Power Plants share holding 
company, and according to participation in percentages, 
with Water Supply shareholding company.

One third of the monitored enterprises used the non-
transparent procedure by negotiating without publishing 
a call. High percentage of these procurements in the 
total value of the procurements have been noted with the 
Official Gazette, with 28% and with City Parking Skopje, 
with 22%. 

With as many as 20 out of the 37 targeted enterprises, the 
share of annulled procedures was 20$ higher. The frequent 
cancellations of tenders are an indicator of existing risks 
from corruption. The biggest cancellations of tenders were 
with MZ Transport, National Forests and JSP Skopje. 

The shortcomings indicated in the analysis have confirmed 
the need to increase the integrity and decreasing the risks 
from corruption in the public enterprises and shareholding 
companies. In this aspect, this analysis will be followed by 
an individual screening of the 37 enterprises, where there 
will be an overview of the key parameters which show 
the public procurements at enterprise level, as well as the 
personnel capacities and internal policies in the targeted 
enterprises. The goal of the screening of the situation is 
to be used to adjust the planned workshops and trainings 
of the representatives of the public enterprises and 
shareholding companies to overcome the real weaknesses 
in conducing public procurements and maximizing the 
effects of building the personnel capacities and developing 
individual plans to integrity in the public procurements. 

https://www.opendata.mk/Home/TekstualniDetails/103?Category=2
https://www.opendata.mk/Home/TekstualniDetails/103?Category=2
https://www.opendata.mk/Home/TekstualniDetails/103?Category=2
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EPI Analysed the Latest European Commission Progress Report 
on North Macedonia

“EU assessments given in figures lead to a conclusion 
of averageness. Still, an in-depth analysis of the report 
shows a much more diverse and more imbalanced picture. 
Therefore the need of a more in-depth qualitative analysis of 
the finds, but also the reasons behind them, and especially 
of caution in the analysis of the recommendations and 
their implementation”. This is one of the conclusions of the 
paper “2020 Report: An Argument More for Negotiations”- 
Analysis of the European Commission Progress Report 
on the Republic of North Macedonia of 6 October 2020, 
prepared by the European Policy Institute (EPI).

The authors of the analysis discuss the key aspects of 
the Enlargement Strategy that concern the Republic of 
North Macedonia and the separate report on the country. 
The finds on North Macedonia in these documents are 
of special importance to maintain and strengthen the 
argumentation for the current start of the negotiations. The 
annual package of documents on the enlargement is at the 
same time the first one that is published after the adoption 
of the new enlargement methodology. Its application 
is especially visible in the Enlargement Strategy, where, 
compared to the regional level, the Commission gives 
more explicit assessment, grouped in clusters.

Taking into consideration that the structure and contents 
of the report have become more complex, the challenge 
of brining it closer to the public will become bigger and 
bigger.
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Civil Engagement

Pink Walks Also on Line This Year 

The Association “BORKA – For Each New Day” in 
partnership with Think Pink Europe is part of the biggest 
humanitarian race/walk in Europe – Race for the Cure. This 
sport and humanitarian event unites the people affected 
by breast cancer and their families and friends. During the 
race, the people who have been cured celebrate life and the 
participants give their support to their loved ones. Together, 
they remember those who are no longer with us because of 
the most frequent type of cancer among women. 

This event, in accordance with the epidemiological 
situation in the world and our country, took place via the 
global digital platform where the people across Europe 
have connected via the on-line registration for a walk 
or race in their city, neighborhood, local community. By 
participating in the digital “Race for the Cure” which took 
place on 25, 26 and 27 September, under the motto “Let’s 
Stay Safe, Let’s Stay Connected”, the citizens helped the 
people suffering from breast cancer by collecting funds 
and raising the public awareness on this illness. 

The campaign is supported by a big number of entities, 
long term supporters of BORKA, such as Civica Mobilitas, 
Macedonian Telecom, Avon, Rosh, Novartis, Medicus Help, 
EU Delegation to Macedonia and the USA Embassy in 
Skopje. 

“The statistics states that at global level in 2018, the number 
of newly diagnosed with breast cancer was 2,088,849 new 
cases, while the death rate was 626,679. In the country 
there have been three to four cases diagnosed every day”, 
says Biba Dodeva, the president of BORKA.

BORKA is a full member of Think Pink Europe, the 
European Alliance for Fighting Breast Cancer, and for 11 
years in October it has successfully organized the national 
campaign against breast cancer, as well as the event “Go 
Forward Pink”, which has grown into Race for the Cure this 
year.
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“One of My Days”- A Book by 30 Bold Authors

What about us?, Pink’s popular song had a completely 
different dimension sung by Marija Saveska at the 
promotion of the book “One of My Days” issued by “Prkos” 
Centre for Disabilities. Marija is 18 and she has cerebral 
paralysis. She is one of the thirty authors who ventured to 
show their intimate lives publicly, one of the thirty bold 
people with disabilities who brought to daylight “the 
fragments of their lives hidden behind the walls of the 
homes and institutions”. She is one of the messengers of 
the voiceless as Irena Popovska, the editor of this book and 
its main initiator says, as it grew from an idea to “Prkos” on 
line platform to the pages of this book. 

“One of My Days” gives a first person narrative. The authors, 
who are people with various disabilities speak about their 
days, “with all hardship, laughter, tears, hopes, wishes, 
yearnings, dreams, aspirations, growths and failures”. “I 
want the public to hear our voice louder and have a clearer 
picture of how we life first hand, by peeking into our 
everyday routines”, says Irena Popovska in her foreword to 
the book. 

“What we have tried to do together is almost a mythical-
heroic achievements from the world of ignoring and 
rejection, we emerge from the world that wants to make 
us non-existent and invisible, loudly and clearly stating 
that we are active and equal factors in our capacities of 
creating new communities and development contexts”, 
says Popovska. The publication of “One of My Days” will 
enable the current and future generations to learn about 
the responsibility towards the others and less powerful, 
about empathy, civic rights and obligations. The society 
needs to be more sensitive to the differences that are in 
its basis, and “One of My Days” is an excellent tool that can 
contribute to “promotion of the idea about the so desired 
better life with obligations and rights. Especially the right 
to (quality) life. 

The promotion of “Prkos” was an unusual event, just as the 
publication that gathered us all. The authors, supported by 
their families and friends, besides what they have already 
reviled about themselves on the pages of the book, also 
decided to give us a “bonus” and show their love for poetry, 
music or simply tell an interesting story from their lives. The 
event was filled with an amazing energy, which celebrated 
life. Energy carried by all Prkos-people who have set their 
minds on creating a society without obstacles and in that 
are led by their name: Start Decide Say Discover Change!

 The book “One of My Days” can be bought in Literatura.mk 
bookstore in Skopje City Mall. If you purchase it, you will 
also receive the Manual with Advice on Good Behavior to 
People with Disabilities (published by Prkos). If you buy 
this book, you provide money for the honoraria of the 
authors, and most importantly, you become richer with 
new, wondrous views of the world, which they have made 
possible for you. 

Deserted Children’s Resorts in Skopje Region 

In the previous several months, the team of the Association 
of Citizens for Protection of State Property “Righteous 
and Professional” from Skopje has continued to visit 
and as they say “take out of oblivion deserted facilities 
in state ownership that used to be decent places for 
rest and recreation, cherishing the love to nature and 
developing the awareness for the need for recreation and 
strengthening the healthy spirit with the young people in 
our country”.

The last check that they made was in the Skopje region. 
Using text and photographs, the team members testify of 
several children’s resorts, “forgotten by the institutions in 
charge”. Two of the facilities that they have registered at 

the slopes of Vodno. One is an old children’s resort, which, 
as they state is “ruined, with broken doors and windows, 
dilapidated walls and a leaking roof”. The other facility, 
located immediately opposite the old one, is described as 
a “huge concrete facility in a construction phase, started 
several decades ago and left half way to decay and testify 
about our lack of care and indifference”.  

The third facility is on Skopska Crna Gora, in the village of 
Ljubanci. “This is”, as they say in the association, “a silent 
witness of our unconscientious behavior”. Describing 
it, they say: “although from the outside one has the 
impression of a well preserved three-story building, with 
auxiliary facilities that used to be a big restaurant where 
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The Situation with the Rights of Children

The first children’s embassy in the world “Megjashi” 
presented the finds of the research on the state of affairs 
with the rights of children in the country. “There are 
interesting finds that a big number of the children are 
familiar with their rights, and they still think that both 
the children and the adults should be educated about 
them, so that they can be respected more”, said Jordanka 
Cherepnalkova-Trajkovska, coordinator of the SOS phone 
for children and youth from Megjashi. 

When it comes to the topic “school environment”, a 
significant part of the children (60.62%) thing that there 
is no sufficient attention paid to maintaining the hygiene 
in the schools, including the hygiene in the toilets, and 
therefore 68.23% of the children avoid using them. 

On “free time”, the children stressed that they most often 
use it hanging out with their friends outside home, listing 
to music or on social media. There is a very small number of 
children who attend cultural events, cinema or walk their 
pet.

“For most of the children (51.88%), the daily meal in their 
schools is some type of a pastry”, states the summary of the 
research on the theme “health and quality of life”. 

Checking the opinions of the children on “environment”, 
one can see that two thirds of them have problems with 
the polluted air, especially in the winter, and that it largely 
influences their physical and mental health.

On the topic of “safety and security”, the research showed 
that 10% of the children state that they had been a victim 
of violence, while 21.85% know somebody who has been 
a victim of violence. On the other side, almost one fourth 
of the children surveyed know a peer whose data, photos 
or videos have been shared on the internet without their 
agreement. 

It is concerning that 42.24% of the children have felt 
discriminated in some situation, and the most usual 
reasons for that are age, gender and the financial situation 
of their families.

The finds of the research will be used as a starting point 
in the preparation of the Children’s Shadow Report on the 
Situation with the Rights of the Children in Macedonia, 
which would be submitted to the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child in November 2020. 

healthy food was served to the children spending their 
summer and winter holidays here, with sport fields for 
football, basketball and volleyball, if one takes a second 
look, it is obvious that everything is broken, torn out, burnt 
and demolished, in a way, sad to see”, they say. 

These are not the first facilities identified by “Righteous 
and Professional”. They have already alarmed about 
facilities in Ohrid and Lazaropole. With the activities that 
they implement as part of the project “Strengthening the 
State Immobile Property Good Governance and Recording 
Capacities”, supported by Civica Mobilitas, they want to 
reach the awareness and conscience of the government 
representatives. In the final document that would put on 
one place all identified facilities, they believe that they will 
help in assessing the state of affairs with the state facilities 
and make a decision if their rehabilitation would be 

included in the Government work program for the coming 
period.  
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Online Service for Children 
with Disabilities 

“Ternipe MK” Marked 40 
Years of Existence

Better Economic Skills for the People from the Small Group 
Home

“Bravura Cooperativa” association from Delchevo 
started to implement the workshops intended for the 
representatives of small group homes, Centers for Social 
Work and CSOs. This activity has been planned in the 
project “Inclusive Bridge 18” which is financially supported 
by Civica Mobilitas.

The first workshop concerned the ways and skills obtained 
by the beneficiaries of the small group homes that would 
enable them to be involved in the labor force after they 
become adults. According to the participants, these people 

most often have lack of self-confidence, poor personal 
finance management, they can be impulsive and have lack 
of initiative at their work place. Still, it has been concluded 
that the socio-economic skills should be developed in the 
period before the person leaves the small group home and 
that it would contribute to his/her better socialization in 
the society, which is not the case now. 

“The essence of the problem with the low level of economic 
awareness with the beneficiaries is the way of providing 
food, clothes, school equipment and other necessities. 

In order to provide continuity in their work with the 
children with disabilities, the Association for Assisting 
Technology “Open the Windows” has created the platform 
“Online Service”, in partnership with UNICEF and the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Policy; it offers a high quality 
and individualized education to children with disabilities. 

In this way, the children could study from home following an 
adjusted schedule, they will have support for development 
of their reading, writing and articulation skills, they will be 
encouraged to become active students by working from 
home, and it will all be balanced and entertaining for them.

In the period of increased measures for protection from 
Covid-19 and limited movement, the biggest part of the 
services was forced to stop and either transform or offer 
services in alternative ways. Therefore, via this platform, 
the Open the Windows team, in cooperation with Creativa 
Istok and Logomedicus will provide four times of services 
to children with disabilities in the next three months: 
individualized support for using computers and internet, 
early development stimulation, speech therapy and 
advisory-consultative support to parents/guardians. The 
services are based person centered approach and their goal 
is to stimulate the personal development of the children. 

This year, “Ternipe MK” has marked the significant date 
with a solemn academy, thus, as its president Ermina 
Redzepova stressed, RKEC “Ternipe MK” Delchevo once 
again confirmed its essential place, first of all in the city of 
Delchevo where it belongs, but also broader in the country.

The stress of the jubilee was on granting awards, diplomas, 
and certificates of gratitude to persons, institutions, 
associations and individuals who had contributed to the 
development of “Ternipe MK”.

Certificates of gratitude for the long-term cooperation 
were granted to the Municipality of Delchevo, the Office 
for Promoting and Advancing the Culture of the Members 
of the Communities, Ministry of Culture of the Republic 
of North Macedonia, the cultural and artistic association 
“Goce Delchev”, Delchevo and the Roma Folk Song and 
Dance Ensemble “Rushit Shakir” from Kumanovo. The 
award committee has unanimously decided to award Zenil 
Redzepi-Struchni for his special contribution to language, 
history and culture of Roma. 

The organization was established in 1980 and its main goal 
it to contribute to the integration of Roma in the society. 
This is mostly done via educational work with adults, youth 
and children; organizing various activities and preservation 
of culture, tradition, art, folklore and language of all 
ethnicities; as well as via encouraging and promoting the 
education of young Roma. 
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World Homelessness Day Marked
By handing 80 humanitarian packages with food and 
products for protection and disinfection from Covid-19, 
according to all recommended protection measures from 
Corona virus, in the Red Cross Reception Point for Homeless 
People at Momin Potok, the “World Homelessness Day” 
took place traditionally on 7 October. 

Unofficially, there are 300 homeless people in Skopje, but 
the numbers rise every year. So far, 15 homeless people 
have been successfully reintegrated and re-socialized in 
the society. 

According to Dragana Lazarovska, the coordinator of the 
City of Skopje Red Cross Reception Point for Homeless 
People in the last seven months none of the homeless 
people has shown any symptoms of Covid-19 and neither 
has any of the expert team. During the pandemics, apart 
from the regular mobile teas that had supported the 
citizens, there was a special mobile team for support to 

the homeless people also established. From 15 March to 1 
August, the point was visited for 2,789 times by homeless 
people, there were 603 visits to doctors, 42 expert and 
advisory meetings with psychologist, there were 2,128 
pieces of medicines and 7,999 pieces of clothes distributed. 
In the same period, there were 2,017 protective masks 
distributed to homeless people and 1,816 packages of wet 
tissues. 

The Red Cross Reception Point for Homeless People has 
been supported by the City of Skopje for 12 years and it 
has been on the same location at Momin Potok. Each 
Wednesday and Friday the homeless people receive 
hygienic services, clean clothes, the chance to wash their 
old clothes, food, medical check-ups and free medicines 
according to their needs, psychosocial support, services by 
a social worker. 

The current way of procurement following the principle 
of public procurement and payment of invoices is not 
appropriate for the way of housing that should be in a form 
that is closest to family surrounding”, says the workshop 
report. 

The second workshop covered the representatives of the 
small group homes from Shtip, Berovo and11 October 
children’s home from Skopje. Here, the participants agreed 
that there were more successful cases of children integrated 
in the society. This difference in responses was probably 
due to the fact that most of the participants in this training 
came from small group homes. The necessity for a protocol 
for reception of new beneficiaries was stressed jointly and 

univocally, in order to contain the rights and obligations of 
the beneficiary-caretaker on one side and the educator in 
the small group home on the other side. 

The workshops were concluded with a questionnaire with 
an analysis of the current state of affairs and the needs of the 
people without parents and parental care. The stress was on 
the economic management of the funds after leaving the 
small group homes, as well as the need to implement the 
management and economic entrepreneurship program 
within the institution. 
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Cooperation

“Everybody Full” Collected 3,500 kg of Food

The humanitarian action “Feed 10,000” took place for the 
fifth time on 17 October. The action took place in six cities 
and there were 3,467 kg of food donated, ending in the 
hands of the socially endangered fellow citizens. 

The participants at the event were the associations: Sv. Spas, 
Ljubeznost, HOPS, Proekt Srekja, Doverba, Organization of 
Women Skopje, Association of Pensioners Gjorche Petrov, 
Legis, Avena-Kochani, Odigitrija-Vinica, Uteshitel-Bitola, 
Organization of Women Bitola, Vera-Strumica and Poraka-
Negotino. 

“Feed 10,000” is a national action for food donation at 
specific locations, in front of markets where there are 
stands and volunteers collecting food from the citizens 
who want to donate and distributing it to the socially 

endangered citizens, i.e. making humanitarian packages 
from the collected donations. The goal is to collect food 
that will end in the hands of 10,000 citizens. 

In Macedonia, there are more than 450,000 citizens who 
cannot afford all the meals in one day. On the other hand, 
there is no way how their fellow citizens could donate 
regularly food to those that need it the most. 

The activities of Ajde Makedonija are supported by Civica 
Mobilitas a part of the project “Sustainable Network for 
Saving Food”. 
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Can the Surplus of Agricultural Produce Be Donates?

“Landfil or table for the surplus of agricultural produce?” 
was the topic of the discussion organised by the Food 
Bank and Rural Coalition, Civica Mobilitas grantees, on 
22 September this year, via ZOOM platform. They started 
from the current situation of a prepared draft law for 
donating the surplus of food which, unfortunately, does 
not cover the agricultural producers and their produce. The 
questions that were open during the discussion concerned 
the view of the farmers and agricultural producers on 
intervening in the draft law. 

The participants agreed that the agricultural produce which 
remains unbought, and even the one that remains unpicked 
in the fields can be a proper meal and reach the tables of 
those that need it the most. According to the information 
that they have, only last year 50 tons of apples were thrown 
away. The draft law provides some instructions on how to 
donate the surplus of food, but there are lot of steps on 
the way from the field to the table. The organisers of the 
discussion think that this way can be walked only if the civil 
sector and institutions work together. The participation of 
representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Economy and the Agency of Food and Veterinary 
Services at the discussion is another sign that it is possible. 

“I am especially glad that we have the support of the 
institutions to the process of legal regulation of donating 
the surplus of food, which gives us even a bigger 
encouragement and motivation, to the Rural Coalition 
and Food Bank, to continue the cooperation that has 
started and to deepen it to a degree of involvement in 
the implementation of the law, which will require more 
steps”, said Liljana Jonoski, the Executive Director of the 
Rurak Coalition. She expressed her satisfaction with Civica 
Mobilitas support to both organizations and asked for 
support from each individual, producer or CSOs which 
would want to give its contribution in the future activities 
that would be implemented on this topic. 

The two organizations continue to seek ways to change the 
draft law which would include the agricultural produce in 
the food surplus donations, which would end on the tables 
of those that need them the most instead of ending on a 
landfill or in the river. 



NEWS
FROM CIVICA 

MOBILITAS



CITIZENS FOR CHANGE  19

Debate of the President with CSOs on main social challenges 

On 16 October 2020, Civica Mobilitas organised the 
National Forum “Cooperation between the President and 
CSOs”, where the main speaker was the President Stevo 
Pendarovski. 

The National Forum was opened by H.E. Sybille Suter 
Tejada, the Swiss Ambassador who stressed that with this 
Forum, the CSOs exchange opinions and strive to improve 
the cooperation with the authorities. “Such a cooperation is 
useful for both sides and even more for the citizens, which 
means that it has become one of the goals and priorities of 
this phase of the program”, said Ambassador Suter. 

In his introductory address, President Pendarovski 
stressed that one of the biggest social challenges is the 
polarization that we are facing. i.e. the inability of the 
society to overcome these situations. “Unfortunately, we 
focus more and more on what separates us, rather than on 
what brings us closer”, he said. According to him, several 
things are crucial for the depolarization and these are: 
rule of law, political responsibility, de-partization of the 
society and inclusiveness. “Party affiliation and ethnic 
background should stop being the criterion for advancing, 
and inclusiveness cannot be based on intolerance”, stressed 
Pendarovski. 

The President also spoke about the young people stressing 
that the three criteria which are crucial for them are: 
employment and salary, possibility for promotion and 
feeling of social goal and mission. According to him, it is 
sad that the young people here are called our future, and 
they are not included in the policy creation and decision 
making. 

The CSO representatives debated with the President on 
corruption and polarization, EU integration, Roma issues, 
issues of people with disabilities, equitable representation 
of women, health protection, freedom of media and 
dealing with hate speech and false news, protection of the 
environment, young people, rural and equitable regional 
development. 

“All intelligence in the country should be put together 
to catch up with the countries that have already been 
negotiating”, said Pendarovski and added that the civil 
sector has previously unjustly been treated as an enemy, 
as well as the media. He stressed that he expects more 
proactivity on the side of the CSOs, not to spare the current 
government and criticize it freely. 
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CSO Festival under the Sign of Fighting Covid-19

More than 80 CSOs used the sunny Saturday and presented 
their associations to the citizens in the City Park around 
Shkolka as part of Civica Mobilitas Festival, “CSO Day”. This 
year, the festival took place in conditions of pandemics, and 
at the same time it celebrated the success and the response 
that was provided by the CSOs. As the Swiss Ambassador, 
H.E. Sybille Suter Tejada stressed, this day and the Civica 
Mobilitas festival is an example about how it is possible 
to respect the safety measures despite the record 86 
CSOs while the work and activities of the CSOs are being 
presented. 

The programme, as any of the previous years was made by 
numerous and diverse activities. The CSOs attracted the 
attention of the passers-by via quizzes, games, workshops, 
exhibitions, theatre plays and video screenings. The 
citizens had the chance to inform themselves about how to 
become more responsible when using natural resources, 
how to become donors and contribute to their local 
communities, where to find more information on different 
ways of human trafficking, who can give free legal advice, 
whom they can talk with about their mental health and 
test for HIV and immediately obtain the results. 

This year, the main patron of the Festival was the wife of 
the President, Elizabeta Gjorgievska. During the official 
opening, she said that this event helped her meet some 
new CSOs and get informed about many activities which 
she had not followed. “I believe that neither Covid-19 
pandemics nor anything else must dissuade us to remain 
active citizens, participate in civic initiatives, be members 
of CSOs and volunteer”, added Gjorgievska. 

The guest to the main discussion of the festival was Mila 
Carovska, Minister of Education. The people present 
discussed with her about the activities of the CSOs to 
support the state response to Covid-19 crisis. “CSOs and 
partners quickly reorganized with the occurrence of the 
pandemics. During the whole past period, we have had 
successful coordination with the CSOs and inspectorates 
and it has contributed to saving many jobs”, stressed 
Carovska during the discussion. 

Apart from this, it was unavoidable to speak about the 
educational processes at the time of pandemic, about 
teachers, students and their families. On this issue, the 
Minister called the CSOs to become involved in creation 
and support of the reform processes for quality education. 

This year, the CSO Festival was on the same day as the 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, and 
some of the humanitarian organizations had activities 
for collection and distribution of food and clothes to the 
people who need it the most.

It is understandable that the main theme of this year’s 
Festival was dealing with pandemic, but at the same 
time celebrating those who were among the first ones 
to go out to the field and help, those who had helped in 
creating measures for more successful overcoming of the 
pandemics and those who always have the needs of their 
communities on the first place. 
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Eight New Small Grants Awarded to CSOs

The grant selection committee has assessed the projects 
submitted by CSOs in the fifth round of Civica Mobilitas 
Small Grant Call (CM-MAK-02).

The selected eight grantees will work on improvement of 
the conditions and rights of the workers, creating decent 
jobs for the young, raising the awareness on the everyday 
challenges of the people with impaired sight, as well as 
the awareness of the rural population on green economy 
and the need of environment protection; they will also 
examine the presence of heavy metals and other traces 
in the Kamenichka Reka waters. Apart from this, they will 
also share important information and analyses on the 
situation with the voluntary firefighting associations in 
the country, alleviate the educational process of children in 
the rural areas and their interaction with the children from 
the urban environments, and they will also strengthen the 
values of interethnic life in Ohrid via the youngest.

The following CSOs are the grantees:

 » Environmental Association Zdravec 2020 with their 
project “Monitoring of Kamenichka Reka”;

 » Voluntary Firefighting Association Sveti Nikole with 
their project “Voluntary Firefighting Associations, 
Active Social Stakeholders”;

 » Association for Multicultural Integration INCLUSION 
Ohrid with their project “Through One Prism – We 
Are All the Same”;

 » Association for Development of Education, Culture, 
Sports and Tourism in the Rural Environments 
NEW STAR – Turkish Association Dolno Kolichani 
Studenichani with their project “Let’s Not Forget the 
Children from the Rural Environments”;

 » Association of Vegetable and Flower Varieties 
Producers “Horti Eko” Strumica with their project 
“From Agricultural Waste to ‘Black Gold’”;

 » Association for Social and Cultural Activities Centre 
for Creative Communications Skopje with their 
project “Special and Unique Project in Macedonia 
Intended for the Blind and People with Impaired 
Vision”;

 » Centre for Integration of the Young “Youth Dream” 
Struga with their project “Protection of Labor 
Rights”;

 » Association for Promotion and Protection of 
Workers’ Rights Dignified Worker with their project 
“Promoting and Maintaining Just and Productive 
Working Environments for Local Community 
Development”

The activities of the new grantees will target environment 
and natural resources; children, youth and students; 
information, communication and media; human rights; as 
well as employment. 

The supported organizations come from Makedonska 
Kamenica, Sveti Nikole, Ohrid, Struga, Prilep, Skopje, 
Dolno Kolichani and Strumica.

The total budget for the supported activities in this quarter 
is MKD 2,495,529.

The call for small grants applications remains open until 
30 June 2022. The project proposal can be submitted at any 
time until this date. The selection committee will make 
their decision at quarterly level.
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