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Working together to achieve results or helping each other 
to achieve a common goal - these are some of the answers 
to the question „what is cooperation?“. But, more import-
ant that this are the questions: if and why we cooperate?

The Macedonian civil society is abundant with coopera-
tion examples. Joint initiatives, joint protests, joint proj-
ects and even joint offices of the organizations. The civil 
society organizations more than anywhere recognize the 
power of cooperation, the power of joining and together-
ness. 

The national campaign „Macedonia without Waste“, im-
plemented by Ajde Makedonija (Come On Macedonia) 
four years ago would not have had the same effect unless 
it relied on the cooperation of as many as 70 CSOs and 
more than 100 schools. It enables activities at 156 places 
in 53 municipalities with the participation of 16,000 citi-
zens.  

The cooperation sometimes happens at individual, per-
sonal level. Such an example was the one of the teachers 
Tanja and Sonja who called their project idea „Against Vi-
olence under the Same Sky“. They started a cooperation 
to help decrease the intolerance between the multiethnic 
communities around their schools „Lazo Trpovski“ in the 
municipality of Karposh and „Liria“ in the municipality of 
Chair. 

On the pages of this issue you will see numerous initia-
tives that are based on cooperation. Such is the protest 
of ten CSO networks which together unite around 100 
CSOs and initiatives. They asked the parliament for ur-
gent election and appointment of people in a number of 
institutions and bodies by the Committee on Election and 
Appointment Issues, and they also sent written requests 
to all MPs in the Parliament of RNM.

But why is cooperation important? It is the basis of the 
functioning of the CSOs; actually, in order to establish a 
CSO at least five citizens should join. Their joining, this 
initial cooperation has happened because they have rec-
ognized its power. As the individuals, as social beings are 
constantly referred to each other, the organizations are 
constantly referred to other organizations, institutions, 
citizens, as they exist and work. 

Civica Mobilitas pays a lot of attention to cooperation. 
We are convinced that by cooperation, the results of all 
organizations will be even bigger. We are aware that in 
the time of low general trust in the society it is not easy 
at all to cooperate, but the people in the civil sector have 
always set the example to the others. 

In the end, we are familiar with the old African saying: „If 
you want to travel fast, travel alone. If you want to go far, 
travel in company!“. The social changes towards which we 
strive are our long paths, and they can be overcome only 
if we all cooperate.

Welcome to the new issue of Citizens for Change, whose 
main theme is cooperation. 

Gonce Jakovlevska 
Civica Mobilitas National 

 Coordinator for ICO

COOPERATION AS A KEY TO BETTER RESULTS
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The files of the first 10 convicted prisoners persons that 
have completed their training for the production of pave-
ment curbs will soon be reviewed by Strumica’ Basic Court 
to decide which prisoner will be eligible for probation re-
lease. The association „Zelena Lupa“ and Strumica Wom-
en‘s Organization, that together implement the project 
„Bringing the Probation Law to Life at Local Level via Effi-
cient Partnerships in the Municipality of Strumica“ funded 
by Civica Mobilitas, can claim credit for the improved in-
ter-institutional cooperation between the probation ser-
vice, the court, the public prosecutor, the Ministry of Inte-
rior, the Centre for Social Affairs, the Employment Agency 
and Strumica’s prison. They all have their representatives 
in the local coordination body for the implementation of 
the Probation Law that is  established and supported by 
these two civil society organizations.

„Zelena Lupa“ says that the process goes according to the 
plan. First, they interviewed the convicted prisoners in 
order to assess how much they were aware of the Law on 
Probation and if they were interested in participating in a 
training programme teaching them new crafts and skills. 
Then, the probation officer and the National Employment 
Agency introduced them to the follow-up of the probation 
plan and the benefits the State offers regarding the em-
ployment of people released from jail.  Eventually Zelena 
Lupa selected ten prisoners based on criteria such as good 
conduct, working habits, their wish to obtain knowledge 
and skills, and their age. The selected prisoners took part in 
a three-month training programme on preparing concrete 
elements (tiles, pavement curbs, etc.), that was conducted 
by the company KIM that also provided the materials and 
equipment. 

Borche Cvetkov, the prison director, supports this initiative, 
but according to the current legal framework, he has no 
competencies regarding the probation legislation itself. „I 
know which of the people incarcerated in Strumica’s prison 
deserve to go home, because I and the prison’s correction-
al counsellor know them the best. In reality, the judge and 
the police see them only once or twice. We have a some-
how different treatment for them“, he stressed. 

The Basic Court in Strumica is in charge of reviewing and 
deciding on the proposals of the prison director when it 
comes to conditional release. According to the court, in 
practice, the number of probation proposals accepted by 
courts in North Macedonia is low. Therefore, they say that 
it is necessary to change North Macedonia’s rather punitive 
policies and move towards conditional punishment and 
other alternative corrective measures, such as community 
service, instead of only conditional punishment, for the law 
to come to life. 

The Swiss Ambassador H.E. Sybille Suter Tejada was given 
a special award at the session of the Strumica Municipal 
Council because of the support to the project for probation 
law implementation. „I would like to mention the signifi-
cant work done by ‚Zelena Lupa‘, which helps in the rein-
tegration and re-socialization of former convicts, which is 
one of the most important measures for social and societal 
inclusion“, said the Ambassador.

The Strumica prison is a semi-open one. It has people con-
victed up to three years imprisonment as well as returnees 
sentenced up to one year. At the moment, there are 90 
prisoners, most of them convicted for traffic accidents, vio-
lence, fraud, grand thefts, not paying alimony, etc.

„Zelena Lupa“ Bring the Probation Law to Life in 
Strumica
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Resistance to Corruption Grows, Pessimism as Well

„We need a systemic approach to corruption and establish-
ment of a new value system which is preconditioned by the 
clearly expressed will of relevant political stakeholders in 
the country“, said President Pendarovski at the regional fo-
rum for combating corruption organised by the Southeast 
European Leadership for Development and Integrity 
(SELDI) and the Platform of Civic Organizations for Fight 
against Corruption that took place on 13 December 2019 
in Skopje. He stressed that the necessary reforms in the 
area of the rule of law and legal state should not be made 
to meet the EU membership criteria but to regain the con-
fidence of the citizens in the institutions and their own 
country. 

More than 100 representatives of CSOs and state insti-
tutions from North Macedonia and the countries of the 
region participated in the event. The Minister of Defence 
Radmila Shekerinska also expressed her support to the civ-
il sector in the fight against corruption. 

SELDI experts presented their Corruption Assessment Re-
port analysing the data of the survey conducted in North 
Macedonia in February 2019. According to the report, 

29.4% of the citizens were subject to corruptive pressure. 
Projected to the entire population this amounts to no less 
than 490,038 citizens. At the same time, corruption has 
remained unsanctioned as in 2018 only 29 people were 
convicted for abuse of official duty or bribe, which sets the 
efficiency of the institutions to 0.02% of the cases being 
revealed and convicted. Another grim statistic shows that 
four out of five citizens (84%) expect an increase of corrup-
tion pressure in the future.

The discussion on the reforms in the judiciary has con-
firmed that the changes in this area happen dynamically in 
all countries in the Balkans, and the most important here is 
the adoption of a new Law on Public Prosecution which is 
prolonged due to political reasons. 

The representatives of the anticorruption bodies from the 
region shared their experience so far and presented future 
challenges. Common to all of them is the need to build 
their capacities, the lack of cooperation with the institu-
tions in charge, lack of independence, as well as the fact 
that the conflict of interest with high level corruption is not 
prevented.

https://mcms.mk/mk/vesti-i-javnost/vesti/2055-regionalna-mrezha-za-antikorupcija-rma.html
https://mcms.mk/mk/vesti-i-javnost/vesti/2055-regionalna-mrezha-za-antikorupcija-rma.html
http://www.antikorupcija.mk/eng/index.php?id=2&mv=1
http://www.antikorupcija.mk/eng/index.php?id=2&mv=1
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Immediate Introduction of the Draft Model for Rehabilitation 
of Women Victims of Domestic Violence

„Draft model for rehabilitation of the victims of domestic 
violence has been introduced as a separate article in the 
new Law for Prevention of and Protection from Violence 
against Women and Domestic Violence, which will now 
enter the adoption procedure“, stressed Elena Dimushevs-
ka, the Executive Director of the National Network com-
bating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence 
at the panel discussion on this draft model. The event took 
place on 25 November which marked both the Internation-
al Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and 
the beginning of the global campaign „16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence“.  

Dimushevska stressed that the draft model includes the 
five most significant aspects of rehabilitation and reinte-
gration, which are housing, psychological counselling, fi-
nancial support, education and training, as well as help in 
employment. 

The President of the Club of Female MPs at the Parliament 
of North Macedonia, Gjulemser Kasap spoke about the im-
portance of joining all relevant stakeholders in the fight 
against violence against women and girls and stressed the 
dedication of the Club to improve the system of prevention 
of and protection from violence against women. 

The panel also included address from MPs from SDSM, 
VMRO-DPMNE, LDP and DOM. These panellists contrib-
uted to reviewing and discussing the legal possibilities for 
the adoption of a model for reintegration and rehabilita-
tion of female victims of domestic violence who decided to 
leave their violent environment. 

Taking into consideration the different economic circum-
stances in North Macedonia, it is necessary to prepare pol-
icies and measures to help women who have experienced 
violence and are economically dependent on the perpetra-
tor of that violence in making an easier decision to leave 
and go though the process of reintegration in society.

Debate: Is Disability Discouraging or Motivating?

On 15 December 2019, there was a debate entitled “Is Dis-
ability Discouraging or Motivating?” organised by PRSKOS 
in a relaxed Sunday, pre-New Year atmosphere of Green 
House café. The speakers on this provocative and recur-
ring theme were three exceptional persons with different 
disabilities. Apart from having different occupations, the 
three of them are activists for the rights of the people with 
disabilities. Gere Tripkov is a Ph.D. candidate at the War-
saw University, working on life-style coaching, transferring 
his own experience as a paraplegic and he is the leader of 
Equality association. Beira Salifovska is a full-time physical 
therapist and a part-time student at the Institute for Spe-
cial Education and Rehabilitation, with a fully impaired 
sight. Aleksandar Matovski – Cako is a dancer, poet, radio 
host and the first graduated pedagogue with a Down Syn-
drome in the country. 

The participants in the event, with tears and laughter, emo-
tionally and authentically publicly shared their own expe-
rience on how it looks being in harmony with the world 
in which the people with disabilities are a discriminated 

minority. The audience had a rare chance to directly hear 
and understand what it means to be in a wheelchair, not 
to be able to see, to be different. With Risto Chulev, a fa-
vorite ethics, philosophy and logic teacher in “Georgi Dimi-
trov” high school, the people present learnt how strong the 
motivation should be in order to win over the collective but 
also personal discouragement; how much sweat, growth, 
failures, nights without sleep, wisdom and determination 
is needed to walk along their path.

“The people with disabilities could contribute a lot to make 
the world a better living place. Their sensitivity, empathy, 
strength, mercy, courage and all of their suffering can raise 
us to a higher awareness level… Art as a search for truth and 
these people together could clean the mold from human 
senses. The most difficult obstacles are actually in the im-
mature mind, in the disability of the “normal” human to 
see and understand the truth about himself. PRKOS gave 
us an exceptionally warm and honest debate on this truth.” 
– Sinolichka Trpkova.

Author: Irena P
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The conference „2019 Days of Media Literacy“ took place on 
14-15 November 2019, organised by the Media Literacy Net-
work, as a closing of the event under the same name which 
started on 22 October.

As stressed by the Agency Director Zoran Trajchevski at 
the opening of the conference, in the course of the four 
weeks there had been numerous joint activities with var-
ious members of the Media Literacy Network: workshops 
with more than 300 primary and secondary school pupils, 
workshops and meetings with representatives of women‘s 
and pensioners‘ organisations, open days and visit to Agen-
cy for Audio and Audio-Visual Media Services and other 
institutions, including the President of the country Stevo 
Pendarovski, visit to media. 

There were also debates, panel discussions, webinars held, 
and the award „Roberto Belichanec“ was granted. 

The EU ambassador to the country Samuel Zbogar also 
spoke at the event, stressing that the media have big influ-
ence on the public opinion creation on many social issues, 
and therefore the importance for recognizing misinforma-
tion and false news. 

On the first day of the conference, the results of the re-
search „Critical Thinking and Habits of Information with 
the Young“ conducted within the CriThink project were 
presented, and there was a debate „Young People and On-
Line Consumerism“ organised by the Institute for Commu-
nication Studies. The event was closed with a workshop on 
media literacy for political parties‘ youth, organised by the 
Institute for Economic Strategies and International Rela-
tions Ohrid. 

On the second day of the conference, there was a meeting 
with the network members where the new coordinator of 
the network was elected and coordinators of several work-
ing groups reported on the outcomes of working group 

2019 Days of Media Literacy 
Marked

International Day of People 
with Disabilities Observed

Life without obstacles in all areas of life, equal rights and 
possibilities were demanded by people with disabilities 
at the event marking their International Day. The event 
took place at the Museum of the Macedonian Revolution-
ary Struggle organised by Handicap Plus and ARP music 
production house as part of the project „Equal Challenge“, 
funded by the Ministry of Culture. 

Brankica Dimitrovska, president of Handicap Plus associa-
tion stressed that one day was not enough to do something 
more for these people.

„We want the people with disabilities to be a subject of 
discussion all year long and every day in the year to make 
efforts to promote their rights and create equal opportu-
nities for them. One should not talk about what these peo-
ple can not do, but rather what they can do. People with 
disabilities also ask that the state decisions that affect 
them should not be made without their participation, be-
cause they know what they need the best. We know that 
the country also has other challenges, but we think that if 
there is dedication, a lot can be done“, she said. 

The Minister of Culture Hysni Ismaili also spoke, stress-
ing that according to the UN Convention on the Rights of 
People with Disabilities we all have the obligation to pro-
vide equal opportunities so that everybody can fulfil their 
dream and do what they are most talented in. 

The event also had a performance by Ema Ananievska, 
Aleksandar Ristevski Princ and Kaly’s Music Challenge.

meetings. Two panel discussions were also held at the 
event - to include media literacy in education and recog-
nise media manipulations, and during the discussions, the 
donors informed the audience about the activities in this 
area they have planned for the coming period. 

Source: AAMS
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Register of Professional On-Line Media Presented

The Association of Journalists of Macedonia (AJM) and 
the Council for Media Ethics of Macedonia (CMEM) pub-
lished the Register of Professional On-Line Media (www.
promedia.mk) which contains about 70 members. Part of 
the register are on-line media that meet the compulsory 
criteria, i.e. the minimal standards such as a reliable impre-
sum, contact data, to have a registered legal entity in the 
country, declare their ownership in a transparent way, have 
transparent financing, etc. This should help the citizens 
differentiate between professional media and those who 
spread propaganda and fake news. 

„The process is a result of a broader debate on the need to 
address the issues in the area of work in the on-line media, 
and our two organizations had an active role in it, but we 
also think that self- regulation is the most powerful solu-
tion to stimulate professionalism of such media not only 
in the current circumstances, but also in a longer run“, said 
Marina Tuneva, Executive Director of the Council of Media 
Ethics, at the press conference. 

The creation of the Register took place according to the cri-
teria agreed upon by CMEM and AJM, following examples 
from more developed democratic societies and the Council 
of Europe, and in consultation with the business communi-
ty in the country.

The initiative for the creation of the Register is also sup-
ported by the Macedonian Chamber of Commerce. The 
AJM president Mladen Chadikovski explained that the 
Register will have a broader usage, for the business sector 
it would mean protection from blackmailing and nonpro-
fessional media, and for the citizens to recognise the me-
dia that respect the standards, so they know whom to trust 
and whose information to take with reservation.

https://www.promedia.mk/main?lng=en
https://www.promedia.mk/main?lng=en
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Civic Participation

Need for Practicing Gender 
Aware Security Policy

Reaction to the Changes in 
the Law on Organization and 
Work of the Government 
Administration Bodies and 
the Law on Government

The network for better legislation „RIA“ reacted against 
the way in which the changes to the Law on Government 
and the Law on Organization and Work of the Government 
Administration Bodies were adopted, as well as the intro-
duction of a new Ministry for Political System and Relations 
among the Communities. According to them, the changes 
that relate to the creation of the new Ministry were made 
without sufficient consultation with relevant stakeholders 
and without conducting a detailed assessment of the reg-
ulatory impact. This assessment enables a framework in 
which the social, economic and fiscal impact will be deter-
mined by reviewing all options and actively consulting all 
stakeholders. 

Taking into consideration the significant financial, social 
and administrative changes that will occur with the es-
tablishment of this Ministry, the proposing parties have 
a social responsibility to correctly determine the reasons 
for and anticipate the consequences of the solutions that 
they offer. As a network that advocates responsible policies 
based on evidence we think that such a significant change 
in the system of the government organization needs thor-
ough and broad consultation with all stakeholders includ-
ing civil society. Furthermore, any changes in the organi-
zation of the administrative bodies should result from the 
existing Strategy for Administration Reform, in particular 
from the findings of the horizontal functional analysis 
which is stipulated in that strategy. Therefore, the MPs 
should have waited for the findings of the functional anal-
ysis before making this decision.

The RIA network is made up of nine CSOs. It is strategically 
focused on good governance and quality legislation. 

The association „Nexus - Civic Concept“ organised a re-
gional two day conference entitled „The Role of Women in 
Safeguarding Peace and Security - Resolution 1325 - Basis 
for Action“.

In her address, Minister Shekerinska reminded that the 
Balkans definitely have an explosive history of suffering 
of women in armed conflicts which were global, but also 
in armed conflicts that took place in this region. She also 
stressed that today the Army of North Macedonia has 10% 
women, but this figure is still low. According to her, it is 
commendable that there are more female officers, 15.1%.

The Minister of Justice, Renata Deskoska, stressed that the 
Resolution of the United Nations (UN) Security Council 
1325 on „Women, Peace and Security“ fights against the 
prejudices that can not be easily recognised, especially if 
they are deeply rooted in an environment. „One of those 
prejudices that has persisted for centuries and we can still 
see it in our area is the prejudice about the male suprem-
acy in some areas, and especially in the areas of security, 
peace building, decision making“, the Minister said. 

With respect to the fact that the country is at point of en-
tering NATO, practicing gender aware security policy will 
make it a credible partner in the activities within the North 
Atlantic Alliance, European Union, Council of Europe, OSCE 
and the United Nations.

In 2000, the UN Security Council adopted the Resolution 1325 
which formally stresses the importance of the role of the woman 
and her equal participation in defence, prevention and conflict 
resolution. The Resolution calls upon the UN member states to 
provide bigger presence of women in decision-making at all lev-
els in the decision-making process.

https://idscs.org.mk/mk/2019/04/18/%d1%80%d0%b5%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%86%d0%b8%d1%98%d0%b0-%d0%b7%d0%b0-%d0%b8%d0%b7%d0%bc%d0%b5%d0%bd%d0%b8%d1%82%d0%b5-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%b7%d0%b0%d0%ba%d0%be%d0%bd%d0%be%d1%82-%d0%b7%d0%b0-%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b3/
http://www.morm.gov.mk/wp-content/uploads/Voved-Rezolucija-3ta-strana.pdf
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Every Day a Woman Reports 
Domestic Violence in the 
Country

Domestic violence most often remains unresolved because 
of lack of trust in the system, said the participants in the 
final conference of the project „Support to the implemen-
tation of the National Strategy for Reform of the Judicial 
Sector 2017-2022 (Module for Judicial Monitoring)“ of the 
coalition „All for Fair Trials“. During the event, information 
of the monitoring of the criminal procedures in the area of 
domestic and gender- based violence in the course of the 
last year were presented.

„Based on all the cases that we have monitored in the pri-
mary courts in the country, we concluded that a small num-
ber of the reported cases have been processed and had the 
procedures closed. The reason is most probably the sensi-
tivity of the issue of domestic and gender based violence 
and the specific institutions that are the first in the front 
against this type of violence“, said Natali Petrovska, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Coalition.

Darko Avramovski, legal expert with „All for Fair Trail“ in-
formed that the monitoring of the ten biggest courts in 
the country showed that the biggest number of cases were 
with the Primary Court in Skopje, followed by the Primary 
Court in Kumanovo.

„There is no single case registered as gender based vio-
lence, but a bit more than three quarters of the cases that 
we analysed can be considered as such because the perpe-
trator and the victim are of different gender”, explained 
Avramovski. 

Maja Dilberova, the president of „Hope“ crisis centre which 
has worked with victims of domestic violence for almost 20 
years informed that the number of cases processed by the 
courts is much smaller than the cases that were reported 
to CSOs.

„Last year (2018), we had more than 350 calls, and this year, 
until November 2019, 383, which means one call per day on 
average to report domestic violence. Most often, we pro-

vide shelter to mothers and children within 24-48 hours, 
while they address the institutions in charge. We provide 
legal counselling and psycho-social support to report the 
violence“, said Dilberova.

She explained that the most common reason for not re-
porting is the lack of trust in the institutions of the system 
that should protect their rights, but reasons are also the 
lack of information and economic dependency on the per-
petrator.

The Coalition “All for fair trials” is an institutional grantee 
of Civica Mobilitas.

CSOs Protesting in front of 
the Parliament Asking for 
Urgent Appointments in 
Institutions

Following the initiative of ten CSO networks that togeth-
er unite around 100 associations and initiatives, on 27 No-
vember 2019 there was a press conference and protest in 
front of the Parliament of the Republic of North Macedo-
nia. The CSOs asked for urgent selection and appointment 
of professionals in a number of institutions and bodies by 
the Commission for Elections and Appointments, and they 
also sent written requests to all MPs.

„CSOs are concerned with the procedures for the election 
of professionals in a number of bodies, which have been 
stuck for a while in the Commission for Elections and Ap-
pointments. These institutions have an essential role in 
guaranteeing the rights of the citizens and promoting the 
accountability and transparency of the institutions. The 
Commission for the Prevention of and Protection from Dis-
crimination is one of the bodies of which the selection of 
members has dragged on for more than four months. The 
final deadline for the establishment of this Commission 
was 22 August, and the mandate of the previous Commis-
sion had ended in June 2019; since then, there has been no 
equality body in the country. There have been shortcom-
ings in the selection of this Commission since the publica-
tion of the call, and the prolongation of the selection only 
delays the protection from discrimination of the citizens.“ 
- said Jovana Jovanovska Kanurkova from the Network for 
Protection from Discrimination. 

Sibel Amet, representative of the Blueprint Group for Re-
forms in the Judiciary stressed that there is a danger of the 
procedures for selection of the members of the Judicial 
Council expiring because of the delays in applying the pro-
cedures.

The protestors were representatives of the Network for 
the Protection from Discrimination, Platform of CSOs 
for Fighting the Corruption, Blueprint Group for Reforms 

https://www.facebook.com/mrezazazastitaoddiskriminacija/
https://www.facebook.com/mrezazazastitaoddiskriminacija/
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in the Judiciary, the National Network for Fighting Ho-
mophobia and Transphobia, Gender Equality Platform, 
Network 23, National Network against Violence against 
Women and Domestic Violence - Voice against Violence, 
Network for Advocating for Roma Interests, Macedonian 
Platform against Poverty and Platform for Sustainability of 
Programs for HIV Prevention, Care and Support.

Civic Engagement

Building Eco Aware Generations Starts with Chair 
Kindergartens

The association Balkan Economic Forum (BEF) visited a 
number of kindergartens in Chair and presented the new 
picture book on a clean and healthy environment, as part 
of their project „Clean and Healthy“, supported by Civica 
Mobilitas. Around 1000 children of preschool age learned 
about recycling, waste selection, hygiene and environment 
protection via an interactive quiz. 

During the visit to „Fidani“ kindergarten on 25 October, the 
Swiss Ambassador H.E. Sybille Suter Tejada said that this 
was a great initiative for awareness raising on the environ-
ment both among children and their parents. „Cleaning 
the space where we live and work is the first important 
lesson, and I am convinced that these children will grow to 
become dedicated guardians of our planet. I also like the 
fact that children from various ethnic communities are in-
volved and it makes the impact more valuable and more 
sustainable“, added she.

Mila Carovska, the Minister of Labour and Social Policy, 
spoke about the importance of developing positive habits 
from the earliest age. „The way in which you promote ecol-
ogy in preschool education might be a small intervention 
in the kindergarten, but it is a huge investment in the com-
munities and future. This should be an encouragement 
and this type of activities should become regular in all kin-
dergartens in the country“, she said. 

Visar Ganiu, the Mayor of the Municipality of Chair, is con-
vinced that the inclusion of videos, illustrated books and 
entertaining applications in educational methodologies 

will result in bigger efficiency and stimulation of proper 
behaviour. 

The Municipality of Chair is the most densely populated 
municipality in the City of Skopje and it contributes to 14% 
of the total waste produced in Skopje. BEF says that this 
tailor made approach with interactive presentations is very 
important in the creation of eco aware generations. 

Apart from learning during the presentations, the children 
and their parents can raise the awareness on environment 
together by using an educational mobile application, avail-
able in both the Macedonian and Albanian language. The 
main character is Borche the tree, who introduces the chil-
dren to the benefits of a healthy and clean life.

http://Clean and Healthy
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Digitalisation in the Focus of 
the Third Investigative Film 
Festival - Skopje

Films, debates and workshops dedicated to media and 
journalism in digital era were part of the program of the 
third Investigative Film Festival - Skopje.

The rich program included more than 30 foreign and lo-
cal guests, top investigative journalists who shared their 
experience and debated on how investigative journalism 
can survive and progress side by side with the dominant 
social media; what the media could offer to the audience 
equipped with personal digital boards in their phones; as 
well as which tools and platforms can be used for a compre-
hensive launching of journalistic stories. 

„This year the festival looks into the negative and positive 
impact of the new digital trends and social networks on 
journalism and media. For the first time, this issue will 
also have an interactive program where the visitors in the 
course of the whole festival would be able to look into in-
teresting contents to use the most innovative tools in the 
media and journalistic work“, said Kristina Ozimec, Presi-
dent of the Platform for Investigative Journalism and Anal-
ysis - PINA and main coordinator of the festival.

Some of the interesting contents were the draft Action Plan 
of the Government to combat fake news and misinforma-
tion, which was has been questioned by many people from 
the media and the civil sector. Zoran Bojarovski, advisor for 
media reforms in the Government, said that there was not 
yet a finalised Action Plan but rather some guidelines and 
topics that the Government planned to follow regarding 
the state institutions. 

The issues that were touched upon were related to dealing 
with fake news, new distribution models via the platforms 
for video on demand, using blockchain technology in on-
line media, the right to privacy and protection of data on 
Internet, initiatives for informal journalism education for 
young journalists, as well as cross-border cooperation of 
journalists from North Macedonia and and neighbouring 
Greece.

“Volunteering Is Smart 
Donation to the Community”

„There is no age limit for volunteers, and in order to stim-
ulate volunteering, we need to promote it“, said Mirjanka 
Aleksieva from the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, 
during the informative discussion „How Can the CSOs 
Stimulate Volunteering?“ which was organised by the Cit-
izen Resource Center on 4 December 2019 in Shtip. She ad-
ditionally stressed that the framework for the Strategy for 
Volunteering (2010-2015) and its Implementation Plan was 
completed, and there was a good ground for preparing a 
new strategy as soon as possible.

More than 70 participants were informed about volunteer-
ing, the legal framework and guidelines for stimulating 
volunteering, especially from the aspect of civic activism 
and raising the awareness about the importance of volun-
teer engagement in the civil sector.

Viktor Mirchevski from Konekt association stressed that it 
is very important to understand volunteering from the as-
pect of values or as they often say in their CSO: „Volunteer-
ing is smart donation to the community“. He introduced 
the http://konekt.org.mk/volonterstvo/ platform as a tool 
that helps the organisers of volunteer work understand 
the law on volunteering better, as well as the obligations 
resulting from this law.

Maja Angelovska from the Youth Cultural Centre Bitola 
mentioned the local volunteering council which is a part of 
the Municipality of Bitola as a successful local story about 
uniting all groups that work on volunteering. For the sec-
ond year in a row, this body received funds from the Munic-
ipality of Bitola intended for volunteer actions, organises a 
volunteering week and marked 5 December, the Interna-
tional Volunteering Day, granting awards to the most ac-
tive volunteers. 

Dragana Mitrovik from the Youth Club Shtip spoke about 
the experience and challenges when promoting volunteer-
ing. „Volunteering is not easy here, especially because we 
have a culture of not volunteering and inappropriate un-
derstanding of volunteering in community“, said Mitrovik. 
She stressed the importance of obtained knowledge, prac-
tical work that is not obtained via formal education and 
the contacts that are an invaluable resource obtained from 
volunteering.

http://konekt.org.mk/volonterstvo/
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Youthub - New Space for the Young in the Centre of Skopje

The previous National Office of the President of the Re-
public of North Macedonia has been transformed into a 
“Youthhub” that  opened on 8 October. The Youthub is a 
platform for digital skills of young people enabling them 
to respond to the need for digitalization of the economy 
and public services. 

Young people aged 14-29 can obtain digital skills here in 
return for community work. Depending on their skills, in-
terest and needs of the community, young people should 
participate in community initiatives, thus obtaining a 
voucher which gives them the right to access training on 
digital skills. 

The project coordinator of „Youthub“ Gordana Kolova said 
that with digital skills young people could fulfil their am-
bitions, i.e. work for foreign clients, but live and work here. 
Through community work, young people will develop 
empathy towards the community they live in and create a 
sense of belonging.

The opening started with a panel discussion „Digital Skills 
- Transformation of Society“, then there were young artists 
drawing murals, giving advice for design and illustration, 
performance of a theatre group, dance performance of 

young people with Down Syndrome, workshop on hand 
made jewellery and presentation of young people with 
Down Syndrome.

The support to the young people in their training will be 
provided by IT companies that are members of the Cham-
ber for Information and Communication Technologies MA-
SIT.

Enabling Environment

Freedom of Gatherings Was Shortly under Risk

The strong pressure of CSOs has prevented the changes in 
the Law on Public Gatherings that had been sent to the par-
liament in the beginning of November 2019. Very shortly 
after it had been submitted, the Government sent an an-
nouncement informing the public that it had heard the re-
marks of CSOs and decided to withdraw the draft changes 
to secure broader consultations. 

The changes concerned to increasing the number of cit-
izens from 20 to 50 for the gathering to be considered a 
public gathering, as well as limiting the locations where 
one can (not) organize a public gathering. The CSOs and 
citizens especially reacted to the limiting of the right to 
public gathering in front of the seats of the government 
bodies and the area around them. The changes also con-
tained limitations of the time when the protests would be 
held, with time allowed for them between 6 am and 11 pm. 

Reacting to the changes, the Blueprint Group for Judiciary 
drew the attention to the tendency of adopting the draft 
changes. They considered that the practice for publishing 
the draft law on ENER which undergo changes over night 
and are later significantly different in the final text is an 
abuse of the so-called “open” process for law adoption (Ak-
ademik, 13 November 2019).

The reactions of part of the participants in the Multico-
loured Revolution  which pertain to these draft changes in-
dicate that should they have been introduced, 90% of their 
activities would have been prohibited and they would not 
have happened.

The freedom of gathering is otherwise guaranteed in the 
Constitution of the Republic of North Macedonia in Article 
21: “The citizens have the right to peacefully gather and ex-
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„Horus“ CSO presented two researches - the 2018 Annu-
al Report on the Philanthropy in North Macedonia and 
the Comparative Study on Philanthropy Perception in the 
Western Balkans. These two complementary researches 
provide a detailed overview of the key statistical finds on 
philanthropy activities of various donors from North Mace-
donia and the Diaspora in 2018, as well as the know-how, 
views and practices of the citizens from six Western Bal-
kans countries related to philanthropic donations. 

In 2018, in total EUR 2.001.676 has been donated in North 
Macedonia. There were 581 individual cases of donations. 
Skopje accounted for 43.2% of these donations. Regarding 
the themes, people most often donated for health care 
(23.2%), for marginalised groups, to decrease poverty and 
to support education.

Regarding the beneficiaries, first are individuals and fami-
lies (31.2%), then CSOs (29.3%), and the state (institutions 
with 25.1% and local and national self-governments with 
12.9%). The trend of donor support to non-profit organi-
zations has continued and the citizens are the most active 
donors in most of the cases (70%), while the corporate 
sector with 18.8% remained at the second position with a 
huge drop of donations on their side. The most significant 
theme for non-profit organizations has remained support 
to marginalised groups, although poverty reduction was 
quite on the rise in 2018.

In general, 2018 brought many donations in North Mace-
donia, which did not correspond with the trends. The cor-
porate second remained the first ranked donor, showing a 
growth both in activities and in donated value. This year, 
health care received the biggest support, while the support 
to the state and institutions was significantly increased.

2018 Annual Report on Philanthropy in Macedonia 

https://horusmk.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/quick-
facts_macedonia_2018_mk.pdf

Comparative Study on Philanthropy Perception in the 
Western Balkans 

https://horusmk.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/
komparativna-analiza_2018_mk.pdf

CSOs Second Biggest Donation Beneficiary in 2018

press public protest, without previous announcement and 
without a special permit. Exercising this right can be limit-
ed only in conditions of war and state of emergency”. MCIC 
2018 Report on Enabling Environment for Civil Society De-
velopment concludes that most of the organizations that 
had participated in some gathering (81.8%) did not face 
any limitations on the time of the gathering. “Compared 
to previous years, the cases of limiting the location of the 
gatherings have been decreased”.  

Following these rather positive conclusions, it remains 
unclear how the changes and additions that had been an-
nounced in order to adjust the legislation with the new 
Law om Offences with respect to fines, turned into changes 
that stipulate limitations from a number of aspects. It re-
mains to be seen when the Government would conduct the 
announcement discussions to improve the contents of the 
draft changes.

https://horusmk.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/quick-facts_macedonia_2018_mk.pdf
https://horusmk.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/quick-facts_macedonia_2018_mk.pdf
https://horusmk.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/komparativna-analiza_2018_mk.pdf
https://horusmk.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/komparativna-analiza_2018_mk.pdf
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Are citizens interested in participating in local policies?

Community forums, coordination with the presidents of 
the local communities, a coordination body at CSO level, 
Youth Council, Local Economic and Social Council; these 
are only part of the ways for civic participation in Sveti Ni-
kole mentioned by the mayor Sasho Velkovski at “Citizens 
– Participants in Local Policies” forum which took place on 
13 November this year in Sveti Nikole.

Around 50 participants, most of them high school students, 
participated in the discussion on cooperation between the 
municipalities and CSOs and civic participation in local pol-
icy creation.

Eli Chakar from the Ministry of Local Self-Government 
stressed that the citizens must not forget their active role 
in the society after the elections. According to her, money 
is not the main problem for inactivity, but rather the un-
predictability and the fact that there are no unified criteria 
that would apply to all municipalities. This concerns not 
only funding of CSOs but also all activities in which they are 
expected to participate or give heir contribution.

Gjuner Nebiu, the president of the Women’s Civic Initiative 
Antiko spoke about gender sensitive budgeting and Bran-
kica Dimitrovska, from Handicap Plus association from Kri-
va Palanka, a spoke about the need to build the capacities 
of the CSOs that work on policies of people with special 
needs.

For Dragana Mitrovik, a youth activist, it is important to 
clarify the term “civic participation”, both for the adults 
and the youth. According to her, the young people have 

self initiative and motivation, but it often happens that the 
older people are those that would suffocate their ideas. 
She mentioned that there have been significant develop-
ments at national level also when it comes to adopting the 
Law on Youth Participation and Youth Policies and the na-
tional youth strategies. This approach towards solving the 
issues is a big step forward compared to the period when 
the Agency fro Youth and Sports had a zero budget for the 
young.

The participants agreed that it needed to additionally raise 
the awareness with the citizens about how important their 
participation is in policy creation at local level. This is a two 
way alley where the obligations and responsibilities are 
with the local self-government units, but also with the citi-
zens who should go a step further from the passive partici-
pation which they practice.

Civica Mobilitas celebrates a decade of change

“At the beginning of the previous phase of Civica Mobilitas, 
civil society was presented as a tree, with a large canopy, 
but weak roots. Today, that situation has changed a lot, 
thanks to the Civica Mobilitas and her insistence on restor-

ing the CSOs’ ties with the citizens which has contributed 
to deepening the roots of that tree and making civil society 
an important player in changing of the society. This is the 
success of Civica Mobilitas in this decade of existence”, said 
Ibrahim Mehmeti from the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation, during this year’s Civica Mobilitas Net-
working Meeting.

The participation of the Minister of Labor and Social Pol-
icy, Mila Carovska, in one of the debates, emphasized the 
role of the Civica Mobilitas community and the civil society 
sector in the dialogue with the institutions. She discussed 
with the participants, among other things, the issue of 
state funding, which CSOs expect to be implemented ac-
cording to a new, more transparent methodology and, they 
did not hide the expectations for increasing the amount as 
well, gradually in the coming years to around 30 million eu-
ros per year.
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The three- day event featured 97 CSO representatives that 
are a part of the Civica Mobilitas Community. They were 
working on intensifying their collaboration, setting joint 
priorities and laying the foundations for future joint ac-
tions. Furthermore, they were working to enhance their 
communication skills using new and interesting tools, and 
they also visualized their main accomplishments over the 
past 10 years, thus presenting the collective power they 
have built through their individual actions.

The Networking Meeting remains the largest annual gath-
ering of CSOs in the country and it represents a unique op-
portunity for the participants to share their experiences, 
discuss problems and to work together to solve them.

8 Small grants winners of Civica Mobilitas announced
The Grant Selection Committee has assessed the applica-
tions of the organizations that submitted applications to 
the call for small grants in the new phase of Civica Mobil-
itas (PCM-MAK-02).

The new grantees are active in seven different sectors: 
civil society development; children, youth and students; 
human rights; interethnic relations; people with special 
needs; democracy and gender.

The call for small grants remains open until 30 June 2022. 
Applications can be submitted at any time until this date. 
The Small Grants Selection Committee will make decisions 
on a quarterly basis.

The small grants were awarded to eight organizations ->

• Civil Society Organization for Conservation and Improve-
ment of the Environment ECO – LOGIC, Skopje

• Association for Development and Improvement of the 
Roma community “Romano Chachipe”

• Association for Equal Possibilities and Interethnic Coop-
eration “AL-MA”

• Association “Eko Pravda” Valandovo

• Association for Rehabilitation and Inclusion of persons 
with Down Syndrome “Day Center – Doza Sreka” Skopje

• Citizens Association Center for Research and Analysis 
“Novus” Strumica

• Association “Nexus – Civil Concept”, Skopje

• “Stella Network” Skopje

Jubilees

In this quarter, several former or current Civica Mobilitas 
grantees celebrated their jubilee birthdays.  Civica Mo-
biltas congratulates them their jubilees and wishes them 
much more activism, cooperation and achievements that 
will bring changes in the society

30 YEARS VILA ZORA

The environmental association from Veles celebrated 
three decades if activism directed to education, protection 
and prevention of the environment and resolving the envi-
ronmental problems that nobody else dealt with for years. 
The organization today can take pride in a big number of 
educated activists and fighters for clean environment. Be-
sides this, the biggest success of „Vila Zora“ is the closing 
of the biggest polluter in Veles, the smelting factory. This 
battle lasted from 1989 until 2005. The constant resistance 
made the authorities aware that the citizens, organized by 
this CSO will not give up their right to healthy environment. 
The number of activists grew to 20,000. Vila Zora managed 
to mobilize not only people from Veles, but also from other 
cities in times without social networks.  

25 YEARS HELSINKI COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

The protection and promotion of human rights and free-
doms guaranteed by the Constitution of the country, the 
international instruments and the Final Helsinki Act of 

1975, as well as building democratic conditions where that 
can be practices based on the rule of law have been the 
main goals of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights 
for more than 25 years. 

„You have made visible the citizens who used to be invisi-
ble for the society“, stressed President Stevo Pendarovski at 
the celebration of the jubilee and he added that every gen-
eration has to constantly underline these efforts to achieve 
the human rights.  

20 YEARS „CIVIL“

With a number of events, such as debates, art performanc-
es and multimedia festival, Civil celebrated the second 
decade of their existence and work. They involved „local 
intellectual and artistic forces“ in the celebration, and they 
made a recapitulation of the fight so far, but also of the 
thoughts and solutions for the joint future.  

„We need more honesty, self-criticism and volume to deal 
with the challenges in this crucial moment for the Republic 
of North Macedonia“, said Xhabir Deralla, the President of 
Civil and he added that the new big challenge are the fake 
news and hate speech which are the „main weapon of the 
centres of power, who do not want to see Macedonian fu-
ture in Europe and the developed world“, stressed Deralla.
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